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Down by yon flowery garden my love and I we first did meet.
I took her in my arms and to her I gave kisses sweet.
She bade me take life easy just as the leaves fall from the tree.
But I being young and foolish with my own darling did not
agree.
III
The second time I met my love I vowed her heart was surely
mine.
But as the weather changes my dérling girl she changed her
mind.
Gold is the root of evil although it wears a glittering hue:

Causes many a lad and lass to part though their hearts like

mine be €'er so true.
i 2Q&nE “Down by the Salley Gardens” Q<iizlz®

Down by the salley gardens my love and I did meet;
She passed the salley gardens with little snow-white feet.
She bid me take love easy, as the leaves grow on the tree;

But I, being young and foolish, with her would not agree.

In a field by the river my love and I did stand,
And on my leaning shoulder she laid her snow-white hand.
She bid me take life easy, as the grass grows on the weirs;

But I was young and foolish, and now am full of tears.
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1887 Poems and Ballads of Young Ireland, Dublin.

1888 Fairy and Folk Tales of the Irish Peasantry, London.
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1892 Irish Fairy Tales, London
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1888 McAnally, D. R., Irish Wonders: The Ghosts, Giants, Pookas, Demons, Lepre-
chawns, Banshees, Fairies, Witches, Widows, Old Maids, and Other Marvels
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Whatever ravelled waters rise and fall
Or stormy silver fret the gold of day,
And midnight there enfold them like a fleece

And lover there by lover be at peace.
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