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A Grammar of Epithets

O WhW APYLEEE (four-letter words) DEBRAME
ICDOWTHBEIREREIN A X5 ICE - T2DIERED T &
T, OED Supplement (1972) »3C O #i EEic A BEE
RBFUT2T BT D X 7T —=BiErh, —REEINEE
TAHE3IT/s -1, D AIFECRET® R, W, Burch-
field 13 Z DEIDBTEZRD & 5 it T35 ¢

In 1957, when I undertook the preparation of
the new Supplement to t'e Oxford English Dic-
tionary, my own view and that of most of those
whom I consulted, including Dr C, T. Onions,
was that the time had not yet come for the
inclusion of the taboo-words cunt and fuckt in
general dictionaries of English, ...

The outcome of all this is that these two an-
cient words, “once considered too gross and
vulgar to be given countenance in the decent
environment of a dictionary, now appear with
full supporting evidence along with a wide
range of colloquial and coarse expressions refer-
ring to sexual and excretory functions” (Intro-
duction to A Supplement to the Oxford English
Dictionary, Volume I, 1972), 2)

W (1972 : 45—50) TiX3 TIT fuck & fucking
ICDNTERLU TS, KTk shit, shitting % %
EHT, RO, EENHEEEICE T2 BRAE 2
Al DDOUDHFEE U TOEKRBEICONTHSPITL
7240
1 Fuck youd

fy s (imperative) (CBE9 2 HmBIX B DS, —fRiT
W UTIIEFEDZFRAMHBEE L THRNDS, Thds 2
AFRD you T3 T &IT N TOREBHIBEN T dSME
INTETL DHIZE,

*BIRARFHEEREERNEE 8B wRx

€)) *myself,
yourself.
*himself,
Please shave ( *herself,
*ourselves,

yourselves,

*themselves,
[FJRi&5 (reflexive pronoun) |% FFE& [F—
$E7RHY (coreferential) T 3]
(2) a, *Don’t lose my way home,
Don’t lose your way home,
*Don’t lose her way home,
b. I lost my way home,
*] lost your way home,
*] lost her way home,
c. ¥You lost my way home,
You lost your way home.
*You lost her way home,
d. *She lost my way home,
*#She lost your way home,
She lost her way home,
[(EEOZRADE O—BEPEXRT 5, BRTROH
BFREFADELE]
Z T, BlAE Shave yourself DEIBRIXIZIZRD
X 5icisr & an b (Culicover 1976 : 149) :
Input you VP [shave you]
Reflexive  you VP [shave yourself]
you Deletion . ¢ VP [shave yourself]
LTAHY, Tt Fuck you it A LESLTAER
HNET S,
(3) Joe pulled back as if she had spit at him,
‘Fuck you, Fuck your hopes.” —Patrick Mann,
Dog Day Afternoon, p, 145, 5
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Fuck you i&d»->T#, FlAIE KD FlIX & briziz
Ve 6)

(4) *Assert you.
WMHXHS matrix [TEHDIATH, HANIELZD ad-
juncts & IHWTAFNIRD L S ICHETE S =

(5) I said to close the door,

(6) Don’t close the door,

(7) Do close the door,

(8) Please close the door,

cf, Assert yourself,

(9) Close the door, won’t you?

(10) Go close the door,

(11) Close the door or I'll take away your

teddy-bear,

(12) Close the door and I'll give you a dollar,
UL, RO X S SRAEIERD NS e D

(13) *I said to fuck you.

(14) *Don’t fuck you.

(15) *Do fuck you.

(16) *Please fuck you.

(17) *Fuck you, won't you?

(18) *Go fuck you.

(19) *Fuck you or I'll take away your teddy-bear.

(20) *Fuck you and I'1l give you a dollar,
ETAT,

(21) Fuck Lyndon Johnson, 8

i,
(21Y =admonition to copulate with Lyndon
Johnsoned fuck9

(21)"” =epithet indicating disapproval of that
individuale>fuck,
D2BYH DFEAVEEETH 5o & TAHH (13)—(20)
TOEBUCH B fuck you DD HIT (21) ZEALIC
BEwis QD7 ORABPEMICHRILT 5. TOHAI,
NP[ +human, male] OBEITIT L HBRETH 50
(22) Joe sat there, enjoying her embarrass-
ment, He liked throwing her off base, He was
supposed to get up like a good little soldier?
Fuck her. (p. 16)
(23) ‘The language,” Marge chimed in, ‘I got
young gir—’
‘Fuck the young girls,’ Littlejoe cut in, (p. 169)
ZhlA Tk CD'OHRAVPEETHS ¢
(24) ‘You folks're still around.’
For the first time in several hours, Sam'’s

mouth turned up slightly at one corner, in what

was for him a bit of a smile, ‘Fuck ’em.’ (p. 201)
(25) ‘That man, That armed bandit.’
‘Fuck ’im,” Augie muttered, (p. 8)
D fuck, & fucks iTIZ,
(26) Fuck the irregular verbs,
(27) *John fucked these irregular verbs,
D X 5 s L#gHIfR (co-occurrence restriction) (DFHE
DRD BN BLMCT, fucks 1TIE,
(28) *Fuck seven irregular verbs,
(29) *Fuck any irregular verb,
o5 L 5l determiner I definite TH 3H>
general TIZITAIEE S 500 10 X 51T, fuck: 1,
(30) *Fuck you by midnight,
® Xk 3z adverbial elements & DIFBIIARA]TH 5,
CNFTEHERUTE 12 LA TY fucks 1ZBE
DEFE UTHET 5 C LIXEEET, Quasi-verb &%
A 3 FEH$EH N7z (Quang Phuc Dong 1966).

Sentence
Utterance H{Epith et 11)}

Epithet—>Quasi-verb+ NP
Quasi—verb—%{ fuck, }

shit on
etc,

i,

(31) Damn Lyndon Johnson,
2R3 L, BEEECE God BhHbh, hdd delete
INTEWIREPRESNS, UL,

(32) Damn God.

D& 5 REREPBEFEARETHY,

(33) *Damn Himself,
DBFEXTHHTE, 28D L ORBIIFIANLNT
Vo 12 [REIFRIT,

(34) Fuck God.

(35) Shit on God.

I3BILTH,

(36) *Fuck Himself,

(37) *Shit on Himself,
(=4 ATADZAATS

(38) Fuck,

Damn

To hell with
Shit on
Hooray for

+NP

etc,
Tl declarative/interrogative/imperative 7z & (Dt

AFFHTINT, NP TEDINTO B HRICHT 55,



M

UFEDBEREDL, ULIZB->TEL FHTOHED
NP 2HEL T3 &H> 5 determiner § TDED $
DTH3 (cf. (28), (29) T 7 7 A I b Hic NP
PR BAENSIT, HEINVIIHEICEUFORE 2R
A BT ETHHTH3HAEITIL,

(39) Fuck!

(40) Damn!

(41) Shit!

(42) Hooray!
THECT %,

(43) Marge frowned, ‘I told you, I have young

girls back here.’

‘Shit! Piss!’ He drew a
breath and tried to hang cool, (p. 128)

‘Fuck!” Joe yapped,

2 fucking
2.1 9, RO & SHENRHEICER U2,
(1) That’s too bad.
(2) That’s no good,
DHEEHELT,
(3) *That’s too very bad.
(4) *That’s no really good,
[ESAVADZALRY IR
(5) That’s too fucking bad.
(6) That’s no damn good.
WY %,

2.2 —fcEBINTVWA X 3IT, BEIXTH b6 DR
BROBEENEELTE D, (KL (pause) &ixfliDE
FHOWAEPITE>THEITAS T &IX TSR (cf.
Adams 1973 : 7-8), LT A9, ZE HFED b 55
B2 TBEAE (intensifier) 3E|DALHRES, 0%
b interfixing (FABDREAN) DBRIT fucking HHIE
T& 5, 13
BEIE 1B O RITEC 5 @ al-Y-mighty (almigh-

ty), disa-X-greeable (disagréeable) 13 &, Rfl%RMR
Ihtzin e

(7) It's auto-fucking-madtic.

(8) *I ate at the duto-fucking-mat,

(9) He’s a snob because he’s diplo-bloody-

madlic,
(10) *He's a snob because he’s diplo-bloody-
mat. [Tina Bopp]

UL, 2%, EI3RBOMTH-TH, BARE
BAUZRICZNDE 1 BBICBIT I 2 aseEd diuk
CDBEBIAC 3 ¢ handi-X-cdp (hdndicap), any-X-
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thing (dnything) 5¥, BlZBBINizw ¢
(11) He’s the vice-fucking-preésident,
(12) *He doesn’t get to live in the White fuck-
ing House. [Tina Bopp]
gz, BBEEFHOLOBNERFHOMITIX BT SR
AN .

*impossbloodyible, *impossibloodyble (LU

imbloodypossible) ;

*disagreedamnable, *disagreeadamnble (Ld>L

disadamngreeable) 7z &,

HEE (collocation) D HEIC $FED A REMHLT
b, interposing (EDIEA) & UL T interfixing ¢ X
AT, HEOENRICLHUTOISICNETES :

(1) BIEA+EARS : brand X new

(i) AR,/ Es+ 25 : at long X last 19
(iil) BB+ A5 : of X course
Gv) B+ « hurry X wp

(v) Bh@hEd + Bh3a) : don’t X forget
(vi) BEBBAGIE else DR : everybody X else
(vil) wh-ZED# : What X do you want?

36T, RO2ATHHA:

(viil) $GEE+ %5 19

(13) He braked at a lighted corner telephone
booth, listened to the dial tone, dropped a dime
— thirty fucking cents left for the night — and
phoned Tina’s father, (p. 35)

(14) ‘Baby, we got every scrap of cash this
joint’s holding.’

‘Four fucking gees? (p. 87)

(15) ‘I don’t think I ever heard anybody level
with me in ten fucking wyears,’ Joe went on,
more to himself than either Moretti or Lana,
(p. 183)

(ix) BIFA+EEA (cf. 2. 1) :

(16) As if you could earn Littlejoe’s rep with-
out being something pretty fucking imaginative.
(p. 128)

(17) ‘If you didn’t collect the cash yet, it’s
too fucking late now,’ Littlejoe said, (p. 141)

(x) SHARESR 116

(18) Not enough for anything, Standing next to
a bank, but he didn’t have enough to fucking
live and breathe and get through this hot night,
(p. 34)

(xi) EREH .
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(19) ‘So?”
‘Whadya mean so?’
‘So fucking what?’ (p. 149)

(20) ‘You don’t have to worry about Littlejoe,
He won’t kill anybody, He takes out-his entire
insane hostility on me, Nobody but yours fucking
truly.” (p. 175)

(21) ‘Fucking ay right I did.” (p. 80)

(22) ‘You want to be paid for...’

‘Fucking ay right, dumdum.’ p, (128)[<Fucking
A+ Right]

2.3 LA,

(23) Drown that fucking cat!
BHBIPH ENSTE, NWIET 5 BEREIZ S ¢

(24) *Drown that cat which fuck!
F7z, HHIAAIIT fucking BRANLNT,

(25) John says that his landlord is a fucking

scoutmaster,

EdH-Th, THIEFELUFHS scoutmaster (333 5 1E
BERUTNBEDTH-T John DEELRRT & DTIE
7T\, BEUTFAS disapprove §ABERHETH AT LI,

(26) Shut the fucking door, {*wvivlc}n’%o;f)u?}

T won’t you? Hipoliteness/deference D Hd b4
B THBEHFRITE B,

2.4 fucking %3 bloody LIiZIZRKDIRZEN2L, &
FICRIBET A LIZTTICEERIN T 3 &BHTH
5,10 3oL, ZEREICEALTELIL, ROFITRS
Lo iz OEHEICEKRZ L AVWSN S ¢

(27) Fucking sincerity will get you nowhere,
[abstract noun]

(28) He was full of fucking arsenic, [mass
noun]

(29) ‘Shut up!” Joe shouted into the phone,
‘Will you for once shut your fucking mouth and
listen?’ (p. 198) [count noun]

(30) “The fucking Wells Fargo don’t deliver
till tomorrow.’ (p. 88) [proper noun]

(31) ‘He’s standing there right now like a fuck-
ing peeping tom, getting off his rocks watching
you do his dirty work for him.’ (p, 182) [com-

pound noun]

2.5 ZEUFIC & - TidRWDXIE synonymous ThH 5 :
(32) a, Hamlet is a fucking hard party to play.
b. Hamlet is a hard fucking part to play,
U U, a) Tid hard %, b) Tid NP £fk, &3\
& part OHITHEAREZL DD, LMRTHELED
W5
(32) a’. That part is fucking hard to play.
b’. It’s hard to play that fucking part
right,

2.6 fucking #RbHT Fikz BT o0k i@
(1983) 2Ntz HUWAFIZEML THL ¢
(33) Angelo Martelli had driven his cab up to
the front of the school and parked it smack in
the middle of the street, blocking all traffic
heading east. On the top of the Checker, he’d
rigged a couple of public address speakers,
powerful mothers, and from these speakers was
pouring Bruno’s music, loud enough to wake the
dead in Trinity Churchyard sixty blocks down-
town, Behind the cab, cars and trucks were
shrieking angrily as fists pounded on horns,
Drivers were cursing and yelling for Angelo to
move that £ $*&% # $ cab before I come over
there and rip your face out, you # $ *& (%% ¢
& # $ "—Leonore Fleischer, Fame

3 shit

(1) Shit on Lyndon Johnson,
3,
(2) Fuck, Lyndon Johnson,
& synonymous 72 ETSC LITEBRILTN. &
A X, EBRITE2EILH N ENTH B, TDDH
WENWXIZRD & S ITHRBOENT L HYRENICT S C
EMNTEBZELEDLNS (cf. Quang Phuc Dong 1966) :
(3) Shit on the cérpet, (=Fuck, the carpet.)
(4) Shit on the cérpet.(=Defecate on the car-
pet.)
@ i,
(5) Where shall I shit?
ICHIET BHEETH S,

T D Shit on NP D HSBSIC Shit! D X 512
THbh 3 AJgeico Tk, verb-plus-preposition
units Tt BRI BHOREKED —THH, DEIL

(segmentalization) ZJEiC & - T &l 4 nahiz
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D EEZL L X (Lakoff 1965). 18)

(6) ‘Shit,” Augie grumbled, (p. 9)

(7) Two cops were trying to hold Flo, who
was struggling to get free. ‘Aw, shit!” Joe yell-
ed. (p. 191)

(8) ‘Shit again.” Augie twisted the dial to 5,
and once more the man in the light shirt was
arguing with the detectives in the hat, (p. 9)

(9) ‘Shit and shit again! It’s him!” (p. 9)
FEUFORERZRDLIERREXTH 52 COBOEFER

T T DA% i & SHANC T 3 8 B 72Dl ESCERIT L
BIW®ALTHS, LT,

(i) Shit+S

G) Shit, +S
D & 5 s ABIEEICE DN S ¢

(10) ‘Lana won’t love you tonight,” the chubby
man murmured,

‘Shit she won’t.” (p. 23)

(11) ‘You’ll see.’

‘Shit I'11 see.” (p. 51)

(12) ‘Sam’s asleep, Come back tomorrow, man.’

‘Shit he’s sleeping. I gotta talk to him.’ (p. 54)

(13) ‘Can I leave you gentlemen and ladies
now?’ the driver asked.

‘Shit you can, man,’ (p, 214)

(14) ‘Every president is a thief, Every prime
minister and king is a crook.’ )

‘Shit they’'re crooks, Jack Kennedy wasn’t no
crook, ..." (p. 66)

ZL DBA, HIORKTEZI TZORBRERYELIZE
I, D% bh echo statement & TP A TINEHE
BT B EMSET ST B, CORKIE () TIIEE
TERNWEBDbNS :

(15) Joe’s voice went up slightly with excite-
ment, ‘Shit, the whole country’s watching this,
right?” (p. 125)

(16) Was that serious? Shit, it was to laugh,
(p. 120)

(17) She was as phony as the rest of them, ...
She’d sort of molded herself into being that way,
and, boy, she could show the real women a trick
or two, huh?> A trick or two in the ‘gimme’
department? Shit, yes. (p. 190)
ROFNIEADBTRHE L/E->T5

(18) ‘Cut the shit, man,” Sam said, His teeth

B = 45

had started to chatter faintly, ‘Cut the talk,
Let’s move, Otherwise this kid dies.’ (p. 211)

(19) ‘Joe, she’s out, Let her stay out.” ‘Cut the

shit!” (p. 156)

[(<cut+NP/cut it (out)] cf. /Ng§ (1981 : 208),

(20) ‘Joe, for shil’s sake, Joe.” Sam muttered in
a tight undertone, ‘Let’s move it, Joe, Move it.’
(p. 208)

(21) ‘Let’s for shit’s sake go.’ (p. 207)

[<for...’s sake]

(22) ‘That’s just what we are,” somebody yell-
ed back at him, ‘up shit creek without us presi-
dent.” (p. 66)

[<be up the creek without a paddle (¥ 5 LT
DD EIRNEE) DELEH-TWA]

4 shitting

COEOHERIIED TREN TN B, fucking & DL
BAEETIITN W0 Eh8 shit on & fuck DBE
LIZER T3, Fi,

(1) He’s a shitting prick. [prick, ‘oaf’]

(2) He’s a fucking ass-hole, [ass-hole, ‘con-

temptible person’]

1R 9 % 23,

(3) *He's a shitting ass-hole.

(4) *He’s a fucking prick.
IR L 7S e B S {ASRD BhFA & UT shit & fuck
h3H;> anatomical J2EEA4bS shit/ass-hole, fuck/prick
DOREITHEL, Uizdi-> T Hearass-hole, Hea¢prick }&
BRI U738\, ass-hole & prick § [+human] OFis
BERT S, dFEUFMNBER U disapprove 2Eb 3%
HEUTERHEERATZHDTHA 5,

Notes :

1) Fuck Both as a verb and as a noun, this
most common and explicit of all sexual words is
at least two centuries old. What is new and in-
deed revolutionary is the extent to which the term
has been allowed out of hiding during the past
thirty years or so, It is now used without any
noticeable hesitation or timidity by the kind of
people, especially women and girls, who would at
one time have been appalled at the thought of
uttering it, Much of its former strength and for-

bidden magic has now departed from it, to the
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point at which it is almost a flat technical term,
like ‘walk’ or ‘eat’,

Like the underground press, feminist publica-
tions have made deliberate and frequent use of
blunt sexual terms in order to shock conventional
opinion and to emphasize their attitude of enlight-
ened frankness in these matters. So we have, as
a matter of course :

‘Wendy, the “easy” girl, without quite realising
it, gets fucked at a party.’ [Spare Rib, April 1975]

The compounds of this all-purpose word are
increasingly numerous and widely used, although
most of them appear to pass out of fashion within
a few years. (Hudson 1983 : 109—110)

2) “Four-letter words and the OED,” Times
Literary Supplement, Oct, 13, 1972, p. 1233,

3 MRizdhsd»izs1zE, BEDODDOUDE

(curse) C, Damn you! XY $ia ., & XiT, Fuck
you, Charlie! 7z &, (cf. Flexner 1976 : 158—-159),

4) TOTLIFEBNITE B oh Tz, Flzid,
Jespersen (1933 : §15.4.2), Sweet (1891 : 111),
Poutsma (1929, I:998) 7z &, & AWk, 9Tt Katz
and Postal (1964 : 74ff), Thorne (1966 : 69—77) 7z
Eo HERICIIAE - R (1982), 43 - G (1978)
AP

5) Mayflower ki (1975), LITFHISTIFZEIC T DGR
WHBIAT A, TONRTIIODL b EBIAIZAI
BVbhTinb, #ic Al Pacino ZETHE/Lah
170 YEZI35C US Army Intelligence agent G “He
has a worldwide contacts with the underworld and
with law enforcement authorities.” &#F/> 3T
5o

6) & T Ah Fuck yourself 1385 :

(1) “Fuck yourself,” said Brody. “You can stay
here, for all I care.”—P. Benchley, Jaws
(2) “Fuck yourself,” said Quint, “I’1l charter

a boat and follow you.”—Ibid.

i &, “for emphasis instead of nonreflexive you
as object of a preposition or direct or indirect
object of a verb” (Web?, s. v. yourself, 1a) »sF#
MhLizArs,

7) cf, Quang Phuc Dong (1966),

8) 4H, VWIIMLAFr AV DNIIEREILTS
L, ORISR (cf. WRoT (1981), T7x Y
hroe )R- b TR, p. 183),

9) TOEHTONTIE, yL 7 - [UE (1981, WH

(1982 : 45—47), Mun¢ Wang (1971) /&% BB
hiz™, Quang Phuc Dong (1966) |1t 5 DENE %
asymmetric joint action predicate (FEFEFRIVEESTT
RREE) LR,

10) 7272UL, ROFBHIIHILT S :

(1) Fuck seven old ladies by midnight, or

I'll take away your teddy-bear,

(2) Fuck any old lady you see,

11) Epithet| conjoin ] gE 72 3 Quasi-verb |3~

o
(1) Fuck Lyndon Johnson and shit on Mao
Tse Tung,

(2) *Fuck and shit on Lyndon Johnson,

12) goddamn DIEHE N FAKETH 3 :

(1) Goddamn God.

(2) *Goddamn Himself,

13) {EFFE T tmesis (HAESE; U & FA
TEHS. COMBEIc > W TIZ2@EMICILE (1981)
rERINIZN,

14) ROBIBSHE :

(1) ‘Big fucking deal.” (p. 137)

(2) ‘I'l11 show you who’s in good fucking
faith, Boyle. You bank people choose, Pick
one.’ (p. 142)

(3) ‘This is your lucky fucking day, Leroy.
Come on.” (p. 142)

(4) Any minute some fucking pizza wagon
would show up. (p. 130)

15) Zhid Tina Bopp DB &L IFRIT 5 ¢

Normally fucking follows numbers, but it pre-
cedes names, When a number is an integral
part of a name, like the Three Bears, Seven
Duwarfs, etc., the whole name includes the num-
ber, This also applies to times and sums of

money :

(a) T waited until {izci‘g‘clﬁil‘fg";‘?i‘;ggk} in the

morning,

(b) You didn’t give me {any fucking ten }

?*any ten fucking
dollars, but I won’t pay ten fucking dollars
for it,

16) fucking DSEFRE LT 2HECOfUcd H 5 :
(1) I'm not technically good, but I can make

it fucking howl and move. (John Lennon, Rolling



o H

Stone 1-21-1971, p. 41)
(2) He fucking went home instead of waiting.
(3) He can’t fucking (well) make it today.
(4) He fucking (well) can’t make it today.
(5) I’'m not going to wait fucking (well) today.
[LlE Tina Bopp]
(6) Michael : Nicky, don’t you fucking do this
to me, you fucking...
(7) Jimmy : What do you fucking know?
(8) I mean, look what he fuckin’ did.
[LI_k Mochida’)
s, fuckin’® OFLERITEH Uz, BRRAIT,
U Pani Shud (1971) 3o X 5 25k %Ry ¢
Raving McDonald (personal communication)
has pointed out in the worksheets to the Dialect
Atlas of North Eastern American Rest-Rooms
(Series Major : Howard Johnson’s Restaurants
and Esso Stations; Pt, I: Men's Rooms; Vol, 1,
Connecticut and Rhode Island from Norwalk to
Providence) that the forms with fucking really
only arise on the New England littoral, Else-
where the rule
Col->[nJ/fucki__
is in effect,
17) fucking & bloody, shitting, damn & DEICE
BREVSHLEIZ SV E ¥ 5 (Tina Bopp 1971) :
a,'The Sfucking dog knocked over the fuck-
ing garbage can,

bloody
b. Theshitting tdog knocked over the
damn

fucking garbage can,
¥ 77 Jespersen (1934) %M,

N. B. 1 fucking %EhT, 7 » ) hEETORKL
KON TIZILE (1983) 223Nz, BiE
T, HERREHEROERESH S (JEP1983).

N.B.2 3 5icikOAflZEBEINIZN

(1) ‘It would’ve worked except the motherfuck-
ing money wasn’t here the way it was sup-
posed to be.’ (p. 128)

(2) Lyndon Baines mother-fucking Johnson was
no worse than Tricky piss—face Dicky.

(3) Spiro shit-head Agnew is the name of a

venereal disease,

B % 47

18) 7z Postal (1966),
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