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Nobuo MizunNo
On the Musical Forms in Coptic Church
—Coptic Liturgy and Chants——

ABSTRACT : The essence of Coptic music is found in its religious music. (Therefore, the
term ‘‘Coptic music”’ usually means ‘‘Coptic religious music’’.) And, the core of Coptic
religious music is its liturgical chants which take a leading part in the service.

In Coptic church, they practice numerous services including those of Divine Office, Feast,
Holy Baptism, Matrimony, Office of the Anointing of the Sick, and the Burial of the Dead.
All of them are accompanied with music or chants.

For example, each Feast — Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Passion Week, Easter,
Ascension Day, Whitsunday, Saint’s Day — has its own particular chants, and almost all of them
are sung, of course, only once a year. Thus, through the liturgies and their hymns in the
cycle of the Coptic year, the Jesus Christ’s life is vividly depicted. The variety and
characteristics of their chants are worthy of special mention.

Coptic liturgy consists of a series of chants, which play much more important part in
Coptic mass than in Byzantine or Roman. The fact that every liturgy is sung, that is, each
part of liturgy goes on by chanting, tells us how melodious the service of Coptic church is.

Still, it is said the liturgical chants of Copts, like their non-liturgical religious chants,
exclusively carry folkloric character of Egyptian proper and have little tendency to Arabic
music.

Here, the present writer will try to study on the musical forms in Coptic church, focusing

his concern on Coptic liturgy and chants.
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WHIERRIZL DD IZWFOFEELRLTEH, HHD
Tractus ZiEEI 3,

105)
4. Psalmos

ISEEFER. 41TOFHE 120585, 2 DEEED
7 L—=X}%, stychon Fizik hink &N H 5 bah
T2 AR, WEDOHRE» LM SN %, Psalmos
S5 HTIRADHIBBELAIZTTIzbNS. UL
M5, WEOLOERTIE, HRITUEEBOE TR
ICE->THEbhIERE FRHEIFL TN D, FERIZH
REEF—FRRE L VRT3 —ODORLITEUT, 3
Wi, %ﬁ%&%acbf:b%f%{;%@“%o HEORER
BB, Psalmos | {Singhariy (HR= v 7 FOET

D%) DIEETI Tzbh 3,
107)

5. Aspasmos

Aspasmos (LR TVEAE 2D T, LIZLIESR
RiLk->Tozbh b, B Ton Adam G, #T#
BMET 5z b b, ZDX 572 ED Aspasmos |3
al-Cherubim &\ bh 5,

6. Vohem

RBFER. SETRABE1IAIRE-TS S Izbhl 3
A5, DENZ 22007 v~ e bhiz&Rict > TR
Fic, XKBOWHAT S izbhiz.
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109)
7. Paralex

RIEfSH . Vohem 2DV TW5 § DT, Vohem &
C @ Paralex OWMEFIIFHENEE. HTLicKBETS22
DOEMBEKITX > T 37z bh 5, Troparion LRU & 5
ic, Paralex |ZFEEICHVEER §5, I7 MEIROD
BERDIZH>, 9/7EﬁA®%TMé&6n,
Schisma (Q&%{—lﬁlﬂi) LIBT DR & D R % O
T3,

111)
8. Ode (=7 hEE Hos)

RO Theotokie & & $ic, bt LDFXEPNEUTH
KBNS DTH b, D L IBELTIIER= Y T b
DOHEBIEDITENERETHA 5o

112)
9. Theotokie

7 ) 2= 2fiOA (Kihak) i<, #7575 §g & (lahn
kihaki) T, BHEE< Y 7O HHFRIZ12AT 5 Iobh
60

113)
10. FRE5150

IEBER. B, I 90KbOT, i, BEEE
DITFEHONTOBEIC, 520U ehb. Bx D
BRABEIRE - THIzbh 3, BRXBEOEREOIIFH
iTiE, BEHICTEITERD V71— (Alleluja) p5>
o UDULEHB, TDY 71— I3REMSEITHED
TEbB, EESFITE, & 213, Alleluja iz, 5
WA TR 1 = 2, 2% CGFE) OFIIEL HER
Utzl 2201 %,
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1) ARiL, EEOEEENREAERS EWARE

EE - BRI, 19671k 5TV 3, ok, EHIT
AEZ 1976~T7) H 40D a7 MERICHEET T
ERDT, CORRIX, FTTEHITS 535N,
XbiT, BT, MEINBTLITES ),

?) W R, HFHILOESE GRS, 1964 HRE
H, 37 M EREEOEE G2 AL GElfe
?EHMII 1962.p. 4 ; MGG 9 : Koptische Messe ZXFR

EELN5TH, %u,%@%ﬁw,rﬁ%m%m
T’\T-’Cﬁ)%o C@%D; E!'??%&.(l\j cl: b%k&.t/\’?ﬁ.
FHh & v #ETIH S Lhsn,

4) TEHETIR, ThThoOREDEKIE, T © #ilic
Rt UERTzh T3 J (Grove 2 p. 862)

5) HWADTBRITH 27 & #HEITT 5 #K,

6) a7 FOBEKXOERIC DWW T 1E, ME p. 543 ff.
(ZDEHE, B, REREIFERINTNE); + 4
VO, RHE p. BRI LI—-F (FBE DIZHOD
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7) Folkways pp. 1~2

8) CCp. 2

9) Bulletin p. 51

10) Grove 2 p. 867 ; CC p. 2; Bulletin p. 51

11) Bulletin p. 51 ; CC p. 2

12) Blin B3

13) MGG 7 pp. 1619~1620

14) =35 0EE, MGG 9 p. 167 ff.; Bulletin pp.
49~50 &

15) Blletin p. 49

16) AFRVII-2 K% OV KFE - 168) &

17) Bulletin p. 50

18) Kyrillos 7 L 74> F Y 7 OFEI# (376~444)

19) 2D 220 (kb 2) FFEEDIHDHLLITHAN
515 (Bulletin p. 50),

20) Folkways p. 2

21) Basilius der GroBe /~¥ Y w 2KEE (330~378,
—3HiT1X329~379)

22) J. Braun (Liturg. Handlex.), R. Ménard
(MGG), H. Hickmann (Musique et vie mus. sous
les Pharaons) %5, T O I TN TEMPITRLT
W3 (MGG 7 p. 1623 22fR)

23) MGG 9 p. 167 ; Badet p. VIII

24) £H - E18) IR

25) COFUEFITFEHIN TR,

26) QOMC p. 102

27) Bk (BED/CV) HEI

28) Bulletin p. 50

29) Badet p. VIII

30) Badet p. VIII~IX

31) Bulletin p. 50

32) Gregorios + o7 /2D 7L TV A2 (c. 329~
c. 389) HH v/ SRFT (T OF) O3 KL
D— Ao WHEAR 4 KERD—. EEHESRZ L - TH
LA, 7VFRWEOHZIIT, 7VF 297K
+ ) 2DHLHR U TERNEROTEICRS, 2
ARLUF ) —TVOTBICH T bnizhia ) o ZHFD
BRITH X126 TR, T=(—3]1 Logoi theo-
logikoi Z MIZ Bk, L, Bz EWB4HIED 3,
CERAL « HAEABEHR)

33) MGG 7 p. 1623 ; MGG 9 p. 167 &f&

35) Bulletm p. 49

36) Bulletin p. 50

37 F4 10 p. 37 BR

38) Bulletin p. 50

39) St. Serapion Themis ¢ Bishop. St. Anthony
FIFRC, o — <& St. Athanasius DK ATH 770
(Bulletin p. 51)

40) MGG 7 pp. 1621~1623 B

41) MGG 9 p. 167 ; Folkways p. 1 BB  /Iti3, BEE
DOFEFITONTIE ME p. 538 &F

42) =al-kahin MGG Tl% Zelebrant (F:3&) & /1
S TWN5, MODONHERTIE priest (R TdH 3, L
F a1, &3 U7z, (Zelebrant |3 priest, bishop,
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patriarch /2 &, I 4#ITED BFHE L THEDR TN
5 EBDNGB) &M - AXOUIHE M1.535%) 2R

43) =Singerchor AIBL 5 TEPNBIZT T RT2=
VUTHIz5. GHYMTIRENAD 5 80VDT M4
IBBES & UTzo)

44) MGG 7 p. 1621 &R

45) MGG 7 p. 1622 /8 al-schammas 3F 77|t al-
schemmas <#{{x > 7" FZE schamasi

46) Blin XD REI

47) MGG 7 p. 1622 B

48) Bulletin p. 48 ; Grove 2 p. 867

49) =trisagium (5 7 . 38) An ancient hymn, used
especially in the Oriental Churches, beginning
with a threefold invocation of God as holy.

50) Church Responses

51) MGG 7 p. 1622

52) Blin 20 LY

53) Folkways 8 : T D &3 L. Badet DRFILED
EHRHED T TN THI VG B,

54) MGG 9 p. 167 ff. R

55) MGG 7 p. 1619 ff. &FH

58) MGG 9 p. 167 ff. B

57) #ifg, 2 7 P EEHAFRADOFEI<ET L BHR—BFH
RIS e R am S EE—1969, Dpp. 461~4622:F

58) #lif, 2 7 P HEEOER (BIRAFEHERCES
33— A - PR, 1970) 28

59) ME p. 543 &8

60) MGG 9 pp. 167~170 fE; 1 34T D Tk
Folkways p. 1 4

61) MGG 7 p. 1623

62) Villoteau pp. 300~301

63) =e’kdz (7 5 £©7EE) Villoteau pp. 300-301 i

64) MGG 9 pp. 167~170

65) Folkways p. 1

66) =@k (18]

B67) =Synaxarion (F'Y ¢ »3E) An account of the
life of a saint, read as a lesson in public
worship ; also, a collection of such accounts.

68) =(¥V v riE) TRPEWRT S F, BEEXDOHRD
BT DI T 5, HAFR=DMAE.

69) =(FVY v 738) trépos D#/NiE, In the Greek
Church, A short hymn, or a stanza of a hymn.

70) =(¥Y > r38) The Acts of the Apostles (cf.
praxis[ ¥ ]=action, practice)

1) HfE, o7 P EEFR GRREMREAFERE L
FREREHEY - B3 1967) pp. 84~8 &

72) &F5 VIII-6, TIEERMR

73) =(+£Y v »58) An ancient hymn, used es-
pecially in the Oriental Churches, beginning
with a threefold invocation of God as holy.
MGG 7 Notentafel zu Koptische Musik £f8

74) HALHOWHEN & OE—->MGG 7 p. 1621 [ 2 &R

75) AF5 VIII-4 HEME

76) =(<5 7 38 #/iM, +) 2 MO TR

1) AF VIII-3 HEH

E O E &

18) #£fg VIII-5 HBR

19) #&% - 1£68) fH

80) 1 DI p. 38 B

81) =Anamnesis (¥ ¢ > £8) The recalling of
things past ; recollection, reminiscence

82) = (¥ 738 LEENDIDWEET2RD 2K
b (RBEROEFHS)

83) WA, EEE

84) CC v a— | 203ExR

85) =Commixtion The putting of a small piece of
the host into the chalice, typifying the reunion
of body and soul at the resurrection. (host=Eg
&, EEBf (BB » 2 ¥ /9] ; chalice=E4EHF)

86) =Hostia (77 L 88) NN FITA ) DF. WRED (¢
CEREDV) i =8k ERAD/ Y, F
V2 NDEKERIZING)

87) EE{RHEEME

88) MGG 7 Notentafel zu Koptische Musik 8

89) Z#HE - 1169) BfR

90) #F VIII-7 IHRE

91) &% VIII-6 HBER

92) FHEEE, INFBURRE 8 EHE I . BF

93) MGG 9 p. 167

94) MGG 9 p. 170

95) MGG 7 pp. 1623~1626

98) MGG 7 p. 1623 ; BRI, =7 MEARETHE DE
B & WAL, 1962, pp. 6~7 BfR

97) =auschijah (7 5 ¥’ 72E)=#7F A prayer,
petition, or supplication to God.

98) <7 5 ¥ 7iE, radda* : T%4% % | MGG 7 pp.
1623~1624

99) MGG 7 p. 1624 &8

100) Karwoche it Fisz#DEE (KOFEHODILH
b b EHERORIRET)

101) #ifd, =2 7 - FEHEGURANAERER S ET
FREREFR - B3 1967) pp. 84~85 BFE
102) #ifs, = 7+ HEHFFE(RRERERN RS ARG B
FREEEEY - B3, 1967) pp. 84~852

103) Bulletin p. 52 &

104) =,,in einem Zuge singen* 'H 3 M TS 12
54

105) MGG 7 pp. 1624~1625

106) #ifE, = 7 b EEPFE CRRERENAEARER S EH
FRIEREHEY - B 1967) p. 77 &

107) MGG 7 p. 1625 R

108) MGG 7 p. 1625 &g

109) MGG 7 p. 1625 &g

110) #FH, 7 7 P EROBEE (BRABHFETICES
3%—— A - HXFEER, 1970) 28

111) =hos (2 7 FE)<EHRT Y 7 FEE hesst=
singen MGG 7 p. 1625 &g

112) <Theotokos (¥ v > #5) A title of the Virgin
Mary as ‘Mother of God’. MGG 7 p. 1625 £

113) MGG 7 pp. 1625~1626 ; MGG 7 Notentafel
zu Koptische Musik
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Badet----- L. Badet, Chants liturgiques des Coptes,
Kairo 1899

Blin:----- J. Blin, Chants liturgiques coptes, Kairo 1888

Bulletin------Bulletin de IInstitut des Etudes Coptes,
Le Caire 1958

CC:--eee Coptic Chants (Institute of Coptic Studies,
Section of Coptic Music, Anba Rueiss Building,
Ramses St., Abbassiya, Cairo)

Folkways--++- Coptic Music, Recorded in St. Mark
in Cairo, Folkways, Religious Series

Grove 2++++- E. Wellesz, Eastern Church Music
(Grove's Dictionary Vol. II)

ME:-++.- E. W. Lane, An Account of the Manners
and Customs of the Modern Egyptians, London
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MGG 7---- R. Ménard, Koptische Musik (MGG VII)

MGG 9+ R. Ménard, Koptische Messe (MGG IX)

QOMC:----- H. Hickmann, Quelques observations sur
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del Congresso Internazionale di Musica Sacra),
Rome 1950

Villoteau-+++-- M. Villoteau, De l'etat actuel de U'art
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XIII, XIV), Paris
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