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Clinical Scholar Program in Clinical Nursing Training at
Saint Joseph Hospital, Colorado

(clinical nursing practice / nursing education / clinical scholar program)

Miki FUKUMA *, Mizue MIHARA **, Sanac OKADA **

This paper reports a clinical scholar program implemented at Saint Joseph Hospital, Colorado, the United
States, to discuss clinical nursing training approaches. In this program, clinical training is supervised by
capable nurses as clinical scholars at teaching hospitals. The clinical scholars play the roles of the clinical
supervisor and teacher in supervising students’ training goals and behavior, sharing the practice of nursing
with them, guiding them at the conference, and awarding credits to them. The program also enables
students to participate in the safe practice of nursing through experiencing assessments by skillful nurses.

The clinical scholar program is educational programs aimed at enhancing the capacity level nursing
practice. Clinical scholar will practice based on the thought processes involved in solving a problems and

provide guidance, and opportunities that would make nursing expertise.
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