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Research on the Regionality of
Rural Farm Support and Agricultural Policy :
In case of Shimane-Prefecture

SEKI Kouhei and KITAGAKI Yuka

(Faculty of Law and Literature, Shimane University )

(Abstract)

This paper discusses the regionality of rural farm support and agricultural policy in case
of Shimane-prefecture.

Needless to say, local condition of agriculture is not uniform, so rural farm support and
agricultural policies should have variety and various instruments. On the other hand, central
government has been making much account of expansion of farm management scale in order
to develop efficient and stable farm management. This paper points out the mismatch between
central government’s agricultural policy and local condition of agriculture.

This paper exam two cases in Shimane prefecture (Hikawa-town and Yoshida-town). In
Hikawa-town, agricultural public cooperation plays an important part in allocation of agricul-
tural land use in that area. Not only function of allocation, Hikawa agricultural public coopera-
tion also plays an important part in firming on its own.

In Yoshida-town, petty and old farmers are supported by public sector (Yoshida-Furusato—
mura) in various policy instruments, such as agricultural price supports and so on. Recently,
they are beginning to firm on their own in order to sustain rural agriculture and to conserve
farmland.

Therefore, the public sectors support rural farmers by making full use various policy instru-
ments including non-profitable one, in order to sustain rural agriculture. This paper clarifies

actual condition about agricultural policy in rural areas.

Keywords ! rural farm support and agricultural policy, agricultural public cooperation, allocation

of agricultural land use









