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Movements of the construction of railways
before the conclusion of the Railway Construction
Act in the San’in Region

NUMOTO Ryu

(Cultural assets section, Matsue City Broad of Education)

(Abstract)

The movements of the construction of railways in the modern San’in Region(Tottori and

Shimane Prefecture) have never been elucidated in detail. Firstly, in this article we investigated
those movements before the conclusion of the Railway Construction Act in 1892, on the
basis of the local newspapers and petitions.

This period was also known as the First Railway Boom, that is to say, the Economic
Boom of the 1880s. The Regional Disparity between the Japan Sea side and the Pacific Ocean
side was actualized gradually (“Ura-Nihon” Tendency). Then secondly, we considered how
the people who participated in those movements recognized the situations and problems of

San’in Region.

Keywords . Tottori Prefecture, Shimane Prefecture, movements of the construction of railways

the First Railway Boom, Regional Disparity
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