NEEaEE L IFREEGE 2 & 0T 2 BB I T 5 D),
— R NFEERERG A O L2 AAGEEHI A O HPMNENGEY 2Nz

& AL

This study examines native speakers’ evaluation criteria when they rate the degree of
accentedness and choose the speaker as a native or a non-native speaker of a language. 10 Native
Japanese-speaking listeners auditorily evaluated short Japanese sentences that had been spoken
by the comparative group of native Japanese and Chinese and the subjects in two native Korean
groups of different native dialects. There were 2 semi-randomized versions of the test which have
the same sentences in different orders, to control for order effects. Each test began with a practice
session that included five different sentences unrelated to those in the main test. Listeners were
asked to give accentedness judgments on a scale of 1 (no accent, a Tokyo dialect speaker) to 9 (a
very heavy accent, hard to understand) on 30 sentences after determining if a speaker is a native
Japanese or not. The result showed that listeners tended to evaluate Korean speakers as native
Japanese when the perceived degree of accent was below 4 (a slightly accented speech). However,
when the accentedness was rated from 5 to 9, listeners evaluated speakers as a non-native speaker,
even for a strong accented Japanese speaker. The most important factors which determined the
speech as accented or accent-free are native-like pitch accent realization and intonation patterns.
Other suprasegmental factors like duration, pronunciation, voice quality, and speaking rate might
be used as much more effective determinants when listeners identified a speaker as a native

Japanese or not.
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