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The oldest Shell Mound in the Seto Inland Sea
:Revaluation of Reitasaki shell mound in Teshima

Shin Onbe*, Yoshiki Miyata', Hisao Kato?, Minoru Yoneda’

Abstract: Marine transgression occurred in the Early Jomon period. However, in the very early
Kitchen Midden group in the Seto-Inland sea, the transition from fresh to marine conditions
can be seen and used as a temporal marker. Previously the only reported dates for the Kitchen
Midden group shell mounds was 8400+350 "“C yrBP (Kishima shell mounds).

A reexamination of '*C dates on shells in the Seto-Inland sea region, taking into account the
habitat of dated shells and the marine reservoir effect leads to the conclusion that the Reitasaki
shell mound (Tonosho Town, Kagawa Prefecture) is older than the Kishima shell mound or
the Kuroshima shell mound (Setouchi City, Okayama prefecture).
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Fig. 1. Early stage Jomon period in the Seto-Inland Sea.
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Fig. 2. Excavated pottery at Ratazaki shell mound.
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Table 1. Shellfish species and habitat preference.
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Fig. 3. Species in shell mounds of the Early Jomon period in the Seto-Inland Sea.
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Table 2. Shell age and calibrated age for excavations in the Inland Sea.
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Fig. 4. Shell "*C dates and calibrated ages for shell mounds of the Early Jomon period in the Seto-Inland Sea.
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