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Analysis of Graduation Theses of Nursing Students

(nursing students/ graduation research / ethical consideration)

Yuko TSUMOTO, Miki FUKUMA and Yuta KOBAYASHI

Five years have passed since the members of inaugural class graduated from our nursing school.
Students in the final grade of each class have to submit their graduation thesis during the education
program of nursing research process so that they can acquire problem-solving skills. In this paper, we
analyzed 341 graduation theses in five years to update the future educational program of nursing
school. We investigated the trends of themes of theses, research design, sampling, objectives, number
of objectives, methods of analysis, graph, table, and statement of ethical consideration by using mor-
phological analysis of papers and descriptive statistics of these factors.

As a result, research area of students' theses involved 17 fields and teachers instructed them out of
their specialty. It means teachers value students' interests to continue their motivation for learning. The
description of ethical conditions increased year by year, in keeping with the trend that ethical values
became widespread into the nursing profession for the past five years. However, incomplete statements
about the number of objectives or methods of analysis were observed, so improving the quality of the-
ses is an open issue in the future.
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