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Practical Training in Anatomy at Shimane University School
of Nursing and Related Future Issues

(nursing / human morphology and function/ anatomy practice)

Makiko SUZUKI and Kohei TAKATA

At Shimane University School of Nursing, a unique method of practical training is conducted to pro-
vide a better understanding of the structure and function of human body. The details of this course are
introduced and the objectives of anatomy training are discussed based on the results of a survey con-
ducted among the students.The survey was conducted on 238 first- to fourth-year nursing students,
with effective responses from 154 (650). Although the results indicated that the students rated the
course less highly as they advanced in their studies, more than 750 stated that the lectures and prac-
tical training were useful and more than 800 felt that these would be necessary for future students.
Undoubtedly, they recognized the importance of practical training. They also realized the importance
of learning human anatomy from cadavers.The fourth-year students expressed a desire for a greater
quantity and frequency of practical training at the upper levels. We realize the entire curriculum must
be reorganized in relation to the timing and frequency of training, based on the learning needs at the
upper level.
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