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Ethical Dilemmas Experienced by Nursing Students
in Gerontological Nursing Clinical Practice

(gerontological nursing clinical practure/ nursing ethics education / dilemma)

Masako OHATA* snd Sachiko HARA**

The purpose of this study was to clarify educational problems by analyzing the contents of ethical
dilemmas experienced by nursing students in gerontological nursing clinical practice. The subjects were
93 third-year nursing students of the nursing department who performed gerontological nursing clinical
practice. Situations in which the students experienced dilemmas were classified based on the descrip-
tion contents in a“ Worksheet”, and the deepening of their understanding regarding ethical problems
was analyzed based on the* Code of Ethics for Nurses”.

As a result, the students experienced dilemmas” when nursing care was refused”, and considered that
their role as nurses involving” being responsible as an individual for nursing care provided”. The stu-
dents became aware of ethical considerations accompanying nursing practice and learned the necessity
of evidence for care. It is important for clinical practice instructors to create environments facilitating
students' expression of their feelings regarding dilemmas and provide support for their consideration
from multiple aspects.
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