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From beginning to end, in 7The Spoils of Poynton, appreciation, even to that of the
very whole, lives in Fleda; which is precisely why, as a consequence rather
grandly imposed, every one else shows for comparatively stupid; . . . . Fleda
almost demonically both sees and feels, while the others but feel without seeing.

(xiv-xv)
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Similarly, one may fairly ask whether Fleda Vetch, of The Spoils of Poynton, does
not do something similar to what the governess does in The Turn of the Screw,
though in the case of Fleda, of course, it would be moral hysteria, if such a phrase

may be used, rather than madness. Fleda has it in her power to break the



engagement to marry another woman of the man whom she loves and who love
her; the rival does not appear to be so much in love with him as with his
perquisites—in fact, it is the rival herself who threatens to break if certain
demands are not granted within a limited time, and her attitude appears to be
one primarily of bad-tempered selfishness. Fleda, notwithstanding, constructs a

moral obligation out of this situation. . . . (Winters, 318-19)
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Placed in the idle and pulled every way, as James saw one would be who sought to
be impartial in the fierce British contentions over property, or any contention over
property, she resorts in her weakness to evasion and prevarication. This
dishonesty in a sensitive person James believes is one of the most hideous
by-products of the whole system. . . . (Cargil, 236-37)
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The will that rides the crisis quite most triumphantly is that of the awful Mona
Brigstock, who is al/l will, without the smallest leak of force into taste or

tenderness or vision, into any sense of shades or relations or proportions. (xvii)
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It was her [Mrs. Gereth’s] fancied exposure at any rate that had sharpened the
shock, made her ask herself with a terrible chill if fate could really be plotting to
saddle her with a daughter-in-law brought up in such a place. She had seen
Mona in her appropriate setting and had seen Owen, handsome and heavy,
dangle beside her. . . . (8)
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The great drawback of Mrs Gereth’s situation was that, thanks to the rare
perfection of Poynton, she was condemned to wince wherever she turned. She
had lived for a quarter of a century in such warm closeness with the beautiful

that, as she frankly admitted, life had become for her a true fool’s paradise. (12)
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Mrs Gereth spoke of poor Mona’s taint as if to mention it were almost a violation
of decency, and a person who had listened without enlightenment would have

wondered of what fault the girl had been or had indeed not been guilty. (16)
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She [Mrs. Gereth] was of course fully aware of Own’s concession, his willingness
to let her take away with her the few things she liked best; but as yet she only
declared that to meet him on this ground would be to give him a triumph, to put

him impossibly in the right. (50)
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that perhaps almost any girl would hate a person who should be so markedly averse
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What she[Mrs. Brigstock] had come for was not to get the old things back, but
simply to get Owen. What she wanted was that I would, in simple pity, see fair
play. Owen had been awfully bedevilled—she didn’t call it that, she called it
“misled”; but it was simply you who had bedevilled him. He would be all right
still if I would only see you well out of the way. (208-9) [-f # U v 7 %3]
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WRE K% 8 U C, Fleda (X t[# (world) ZIEHITHM E#L TWD Z ENE L HILD,
LML, ZnbHaERaBZET 25 A EETITRY, L. C. B. —<1%, TRk
BRI R LA D _RENEROTFRTFUL [BHED ] LroleZ LIZK3<D
Thb| L&, YBEFf EREROBRZ LN ETE [REL] IZBMIZR> T D 0I2o0n
THBRTWDE, (=7, 143) LM bIIH-> T TELHLET AT LV HSOEWEM, &
HNNIEFRFLOBEMEE RO THRELE, bebEFOEITETLOEG MmO TEN-o
RIS o723, BHL EFLTENEEL LIV HHOREWEEEZRD IO T, LD (5
NFED | XS BITEREIC BT, Fleda DX HICH b 7L, MELEZANHSOE
LFETHRL, HBEUIMIIZESLD L 5 B ORI & - TlE, kB B2
95 X 912 “The future was dark” (28) T L2272\, Fleda ®Z A il E HD X FiT
KTEFEEZ D >NV HELORTTHIZ L7z Owen 3 KWIEH D THERT-MNEL T O 5| I T H
MILTW D,

“You don’t—a—Ilive anywhere in particular, do you?” the young man went on. He



[Owenl] looked conscious as soon as he had spoken; she could see that he felt
himself to have alluded more grossly than he meant to the circumstance of her
having, if one were plain about it, no home of her own. He had meant it as an
allusion of a highly considerate sort to all she would sacrifice in the case of a
quarrel with his mother; but there was indeed no graceful way of touching on
that.(98)
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She [Fledal had read in novels about gentlemen who on the eve of marriage,
winding up the past, had surrendered themselves for the occasion to the influence
of a former tie; and there was something in Own’s behavior now, something in his
very face, that suggested a resemblance to one of theose gentlemen. But who

and what, in that case, would Fleda herself resemble? (66)
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He waited long enough to take in the question; then with a serenity startling
even to her knowledge of his nature, “I don’t think I can have really loved her, you
know,” he pronounced.

She broke into a laugh that gave him a surprise as visible as the emotion it
represented. “Then how am I to know you ‘really love—anybody else?”

“Oh I'll show you that!”

“I must take it on trust,” the girl pursued. “And what if Mona doesn’t give
you up?” she added.

He was baffled but a few seconds; he had thought of everything. “Why, that’s
just where you come in.”

“To save you? Isee. You mean I must get rid of her for you.” His blankness
showed for a little that he felt the chill of her cold logic. . . . (187-8)
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This stirring speech affected our young lady as if it had been the shake of a
tambourine borne toward her from a gipsy dance: her head seemed to go round
and she felt a sudden passion her feet. The thrill, however, was but meagerly
expressed in the flatness with which she heard herself presently say: “I'll go to
the Registrar now.” (220-1)
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