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The Future of Earth Science in High School education
and the effect of the New Course of Study

Kazuya Kawakatsu®

Abstract
A new course of study was implemented in April, 1994, one which diversifies the teaching of
science into numerous classes and elective courses according to each student’s interest. It does
not contradict the idea that science should be an integral subject for each student’s general

education, but strengthens awareness about the connection between various scientific fields

(such as physics IB, and earth science IB).

The new course of study encompasses numerous disciplines and gives serious attention to
each student’s individual preferences. Consequently, those students who do not take an earth
science course should be given the opportunity to study earth science in other science-related
fields such as physics, chemistry, and biology. This idea, as prescribed by the new course of
study, is a very important aspect of providing quality education for each student and should

not be difficult to implement.
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