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Studies of Child-rearing Support among Nurses
[J First Report: Comparison of Child-rearing Status in Rural and Urban Nurses[]

(child-rearing / child-rear support / child-rear status)

Takeko ISHIKURA*, Yasuko KISHIDA*, Akiko YATA*
Kohji MIYAZAKI**, Masako YAMAGUCH|***

The purpose of this study was to clarify child-rearing requirements among employed mothers. A
self-administered questionnaire survey of child rearing status and family support was conducted among
989 nurses in Izumo City (rural group) and 853 in Osaka prefecture (urban group). The results
showed that 525 (61%) nurses in the rural group and 156(23%) in the urban group had had experi-
ence with child-rearing. The mean number of children was significantly higher(P<0.001) in the rural
group (2.3 children) than in the urban group (1.9 children). Sixty-eight percent of the urban group
lived in nuclear families, sixty percent of the rural group lived with parents-in-law and twenty percent
of the rural nurses lived with their own parents. In the rural group the proportion of nurses taking ma-
ternity leave increased with the number of children born, whereas the opposite result was observed in
the urban group. With regard to the proportion of husbands assisting with child-rearing support, this
proportion was significantly high(P<0.001) in the urban group, while the support of the parents-in-law
and/or parents was significantly high(P<0.001) in the rural group. In both groups the degree of satis-
faction with family provided child-rearing support was highest from the husband assisted with the child
rearing. This result suggested that wives want their husbands to play a more active role in providing
support for child-rearing.
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