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L ong-term fluctuation of the brackish-water bivalve Corbicula japonica

population in the coastal water s of L ake Shinji, western Japan

Shimpei Moriwaki*

Abstract: The distribution and population detys of the brackish-water bivalveCorbicula
japonica, in the coastal waters of Lake Shinji were summarized from the literature. It is thought
that the primary habitat of. japonica was limited to the vicinity of the Oohashi River before
the early Showa era. Population density was relatively low, slightly less than 1,000nAds.
from 1930 to 1960. After that, the population density®fjaponica began to increase starting

in the mid-1960 s and rose to its highest level —10,6@0,000 inds.m’- in the 1980 s. The
increase ofC. japonica coincides with a significant increase in chl-a, implying the development
of better food resources f@. japonica. On the other hand, the area inhabited narrowed to the
lake shore shelf. Although a large die-off Gf japonica occurred in the autumn of 1997, the
population density ofC. japonica has recovered rapidly, i.e. the population has maintained a
density of 5,000-10,000 indsn* since 1999.
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Fig. 1. Geographical location of the Lake Shinji. “AH” indicate subregions of survey area.
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Fig. 2. Changes in the density @orbicula japonica population in area “C(Fig.1).
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Fig. 3. Changes in the density @orbicula japonica population in area “G(Fig.1).
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Appendix. List of density ofCorbicula japonica population in Shinji Lake.

Year Density(Inds./m) Area in Depth Number Times Mesh
/month _ Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. _ Fig1 (m) Method of stn. /stn. in mm Reference
1929 52~312 B 45~52 3 3~9 Miyadi(1932)
1930 52~728 D 05~48 17 1~18 Miyadi(1932)
1959 87.5 125 25 A 15~7 EB. 1 4 1 Kikuchi(1964)
1959 3125 3125 1125 B 34~39 EB. 1 4 1
1959 700 987.5 337.5 C 28~40 EB. 1 4 1
1959 100 100 1125 D 30~52 EB. 1 4 1
1959 75 25 62.5 E 21~46 EB. 1 4 1
1959 325 75 126.3 F 28~37 EB. 1 4 1
1959 75 1125 75 G 29~4 EB. 1 4 1
1959 1125 104.1 H 30~34 EB. 1 4 1
1959 425 125 J 53~55 EB. 1 4 1
1960 62.5 B 42 E.B. 1 4 1 Kikuchi(1964)
1960 100 C 3.1 EB. 1 4 1
1960 75 D 48 EB. 1 4 1
1960 50 E 44 E.B. 1 4 1
1960 25 F 47 EB. 1 4 1
1960 50 G 42 EB. 1 4 1
1960 100 H 3 E.B. 1 4 1
1960 704 A 1.2 B.Q.
1960 320 B 0.15 B.Q.
1960 2435 [¢] 0.2 B.Q.
1960 394 D 0.3 B.Q.
1963 150~6,250 B 14~51 EB. 10 1~3 Mizuno et al.
1963 3,000 C 27 EB. 1 1 (1966)
1963 700 G 43 EB. 1 1
1963 50~400 H 39~50 EB. 2 1
1964 89 89 178 B EB. Hikota(1965)
1964 4,355 C EB.
1964 44 89 E E.B.
1964 89 1,911 622 G EB.
1964 356 222 311 H EB.
1978 400~2220 A 21~42 EB. 2 S.P.F.E.S.(1980a)
1978 755~1909 B 15~48 EB. 4
1978 311~2220 C 25~50 EB. 2
1978 444~932 D 26~35 EB. 2
1978 44 E 40 EB. 1
1978 89~799 F 11~38 EB. 4
1978 133~2264 G 15~30 EB. 3
%8 VSA~ISI0 Hoti~32 EB 2
1978 977~1199 A 09~26 EB. 2 2~3 S.P.F.E.S.(1980b)
1978 67~688 F 14~39 EB. 2 2~3
1978 1,598 G 3.7 EB. 1 2~3
1978 52~1058 B 1.0~40 EB. 4 2~3
1978 139~1246 C 10~40 EB. 4 2~3
1978 213~697 G 1.0~40 EB. 4 2~3
1978 48~1177 H__10~40_ EB.___4 __2~3 ______________
1978 8,776 G EB. 1 3 0.5 1ga(1979)
1980 760 B 3.7 S.M. 1 - 1 S.P.F.ES.(1982)
1980 1,100 C 32 SM. 1 - 1
1980 940 D 5 S.M. 1 - 1
1980 1,340 F 3.8 S.M. 1 - 1
1980 120~2090 G 32~49 SM 1 - 1
1980 1,160 H 3.8 S.M. 1 - 1
1981 320 A 3.0 SM. 1 - 1 S.P.FE.S.(1982)
1981 80 B 3.8 S.M. 1 - 1
1981 300 C 3.0 S.M. 1 - 1
1981 300 D 3.9 S.M. 1 - 1
1981 20~460 G 39~45 SM 2 - 1
1981 200 H 29 S.M. 1 - 1
1981 560 A 3.1 SM. 1 - 0.5
1981 1,960 C 3.0 S.M. 1 - 05
1981 40 D 4.0 S.M. 1 - 05
1981 20 F 35 SM. 1 - 05
1981 1,460 G 45 S.M. 1 - 05
1981 900 H 3.0 S.M. 1 - 05
1981 1,640 A 15 S.M. 1 - 05
1981 460 B 35 S.M. 1 - 05
1981 3,660 C 3.4 S.M. 1 - 05
1981 1,900 D 3.4 S.M. 1 - 05
1981 160 F 1.7 S.M. 1 - 05
1981 1,660~2,020 G 33~36 SM 2 - 05
1981 2,120 H 3.2 S.M. 1 - 0.5
1982 10~5,030 A 13~45 SM 28 1~3 05 SPFES(1984a)
1982 10~3,360 B 12~44 SM. 16 1~3 05
1982 820~3,890 C 08~36 SM 4 1~3 05
1982 1,030~2,070 D 22~35 SM 4 1~3 05
1982 40~370 E 1.0~38 SM. 6 1~3 05
1982 7~1,780 F 06~41 SM 14 1~3 05
1982 20~2,940 G 12~41 SM 14 1~3 05
1982 o ho~aoto H_l8~44_ SM___ 9 __1~3 05
1982 1,504 2038 1,780 5018 4582 3994 1472 450 1,270 C 20~30 SM 1 1 05 S.P.F.E.S(1984b)
1982 696 1394 1230 1258 2194 2240 1450 256 506 G 12~22 SM 1 1 0.5
1983 60~4,690 A SM. 1 3 05 SP.FES(1985a)
1983 10~1,300 B S.M. 4 3 05
1983 4,120~5,920 C S.M. 3 3 05
1983 1,360 D S.M. 1 3 05
1983 10~4,930 E S.M. 5 3 05
1983 490~4,080 F S.M. 4 3 05
1983 10~3,670 G S.M. 8 3 05
1983 40~2,140 A S.M. 9 3 05
1983 20~1,040 B SM. 4 3 05
1983 350~1,120 C S.M. 3 3 05
1983 310 D S.M. 1 3 05
1983 210~1,140 E SM. 4 3 0.5
1983 10~660 F S.M. 7 3 05
1983 S 50~880 _ __________ G _______SM___5_ _ = 3 __05 __ _________
1983 304 398 402 1,940 3,120 11,460 6,980 1,920 7,680 6,040 1020 1,680 C 21~26 SM 1 1 05 S.P.F.E.S.(1985b)
1983 804 310 140 740 1,480 1,380 240 580 1,660 340 1,140 4,760 G 14~26 SM. 1 1 0.5

39
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Appendix (continue). List of density ofCorbicula japonica population in Shinji Lake.

Year

Density(Inds./m)

Area in Depth

Number Times Mesh

/month _ Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. _ Fig1 (m) Method of stn. /stn. in mm Reference
1984 560 920 780 1,030 2540 3620 5540 4720 4,700 1,540 3,500 9,720 C 20~27 SM 1 1 05 S.P.F.E.S.(1986)
1984 3840 5380 3220 24940 8840 2340 1,840 2400 1280 1220 9340 26,720 G  11~23 SM 1 1 0.5
1985 27,600 15740 6,120 18,820 17,580 12,960 10,540 13,940 11400 7,660 940 840 C 19~27 SM 1 1 05 SP.FES(1987)
1985 40,020 72,180 26,060 26,340 25480 9320 2,280 1,700 1,280 540 400 140 G 10~15 SM. 1 1 0.5
1986 600 420 500 3,180 3680 3,040 3,720 1,280 4,500 3,580 400 8,000 C 22~34 SM 1 1 05 S.P.F.E.S.(1988)
1986 140 200 100 1,520 1,900 2300 580 1,180 800 220 1,200 7,720 G 12~16 SM 1 1 0.5
1987 5600 7920 2520 2780 1970 1,800 3,160 2640 2240 1920 1,880 1,820 C 19~25 SM 1 1 05 SP.F.ES(1989a)
1987 10440 3740 2940 4300 880 680 _ 1,660 1120 _ 600 _ 300 1060 1420 _ G_ Li~18 SM___ i ___ 1 _ 05 ____
1987 20,320 B 1.3 SM. 1 2 0.5 S.P.F.E.S.(1989b)
1987 36,000~61,760 C 19~24 SM 2 2 0.5
1988 1,060 1,700 2940 8440 4440 9840 13620 9,180 7,100 4380 1,860 1,700 C 20~25 SM 1 1 0.5 S.P.F.E.S.(1990)
1988 340 440 620 900 880 1920 1660 1640 1800 2500 2246 842 G 10~13 SM 1 1 0.5
1989 1,540 6,340 2960 7,180 13,940 19420 19,700 21,920 20320 17,180 5,160 3,660 C 21~25 SM 1 1 0.5 S.P.FE.S.(1991)
1989 820 280 1,480 2,100 1,800 1840 720 2340 2480 3,300 4,680 6,900 G 10~15 SM. 1 1 0.5
1990 3,040 4,100 4,080 6,500 14,120 20,373 12,740 17,262 7,440 7,600 5895 2,989 C 21~25 SM 1 1 0.5 S.P.F.E.S.(1992)
1990 2940 3560 8060 2640 3260 2223 3270 2520 2660 2290 640 844 G 10~15 SM. 1 1 0.5
1991 876~2,232 A 13~20 SM 3 5 Sakamoto(1992)
1991 232~2,836 B 2 5
1991 4,160~6,348 C 2 5
1991 1,520~1,804 E 2 5
1991 720~1,716 G 2 5
1991 1,181 840 1,445
1991 199 794 554
1992 2972
1992 3,278
1992 1,528
1992 1,942
1992 oo 1964 ______H___23 _SM___1___ 5 __1____________
1992 1,390 1,200 1,120 1,220 910 2,090 1,550 A 15 SM. 1 2 S.P.F.E.S.(1994)
1992 40 10 F 45 S.M. 1 2
1992 13,600 1,780 160 2,210 910 310 800 420 I 4.5 S.M. 1 2
1993 1,490 640 630 6,870 3,530 5780 4,210 5,110 6,150 A SM. 1 2 S.P.F.E.S.(1995)
1993 7840 7,040 3,110 3210 20 4,670 10 F S.M. 1 2
1993 YA (U 280 _______ 260__ _140 __840 __1800__4830 _2010 _4280 4590 __ 1 ________SM.___1 ____ 2 o ____
1993 4,584~7,388 B 14~30 SM 3 10 Sakamoto(1994)
1993 4,726~22,524 C 14~31 SM 6 10
1993 2,692~12,766 D 13~32 SM 3 10
1993 3,888~9,582 F 12~24 SM 3 10
1993 2,736~6,728 G 15~30 SM 6 10
1993 3,066~4,468 H 18~28 SM 3 10
1994 1,210 680 4880 11,100 5,000 6,230 6970 6,720 8,830 15660 A S.M. 1 2 S.P.F.E.S.(1996)
1994 1,270 1,500 1,090 1,940 1,800 670 70 80 F S.M. 1 2
1994 250 120 12,480 I SM. 1 2
1994 8570 9,140 6500 6430 6630 7,880 8,700 6,790 C S.M. 1 2
1994 2,100 _12,080_ 5760 __3230_ _6580 10680 8370 4700 _ G________SM.___1 ____ 2 .
1994 4,440~8,728 B 1.2~35 SM. 3 5 Sakamoto(2000)
1994 712~1396 C_15~32 SM___ 6 ___ 5 ______
1994 1,980~9,060 A 13~18 SM 5 5 Sakamoto(1998a)
1994 2,296~5,128 B 14~31 SM. 3 5
1994 740~17,256 C 15~32 SM 6 5
1994 3,192~3,716 E 13~30 SM 3 5
1994 640~3,280 F 12~30 SM 3 5
1994 3,740~8,240 G 12~35 SM 6 5
1994 e 1 2,720~6348 ______________ H__21~30_SM.___3 __ = S o ____
1994 128~976 F_10~29 SM 6 5 Sakamoto(1998b)
1995 15,830 25,530 8,800 6,100 7,210 9,150 4570 7910 9,030 7,680 3,250 A S.M. 1 2 S.P.F.ES.(1997)
1995 50 90 530 350 300 F 1 2
1995 90 5450 6,710 2,920 470 600 1,870 720 1 1 2
1995 780 1,470 1,740 7370 9560 9600 7,810 8000 6250 7410 6,030 C 1 2
1995 1,880__5,630 2,720 _ 8,870 _ 12,230__9,260_ 11,020 _9,570__10,360 _ 8,950 _ 3,930 G 1 2
1995 448~1,692 F K . .M. 9 5 Sakamoto(1998b)
1996 1,752~10,516 A 15~35 SM 5 5 Sakamoto(2003)
1996 2,712~4,368 B 1.5~40 SM. 3 5
1996 1,460~17,252 C 15~32 SM 6 5
1996 1,756~4,532 D 17~32 SM 3 5
1996 676~2,628 E 20~35 SM. 3 5
1996 316~3,172 F 10~35 SM 6 5
1996 1,596~6,050 G 20~37 SMm 6 5
1996 iggo~e40d W 20~39 SM___ 3 5
1996 630 760 2240 7930 7910 6880 7,840 9630 7910 7670 7490 1310 A S.M. 1 2 1 SP.F.E.S(1998a)
1996 30 130 110 10 20 10 F S.M. 1 2 1
1996 160 340 420 1,300 210 60 70 10 10 1 S.M. 1 2 1
1996 1,640 1570 690 2330 5720 4970 5270 4450 2870 2230 1,740 780 C S.M. 1 2 1
1996 _ 760 __ 990 __1390 _4650 810 _ 7070 __4520_ 9,790 _4100_ _3680 2480 1810 _G________SM___1 ___: 2 _ vl
1996 360~1,348 F_10~30 SM. 9 5 1 Sakamoto(1998b)
1997 30~3.320 A S.M. 9 05 SP.F.ES(1999a)
1997 10~6,130 B SM. 8 0.5
1997 9,360 C S.M. 1 05
1997 10~1.810 D S.M. 3 05
1997 10~300 E SM. 5 0.5
1997 80~3,280 F S.M. 9 0.5
1997 70~5,320 G S.M. 10 0.5
1997 10~3,140 H SM. 5 05
1997 o se~e%0 L SM___5______ 05 ___________
1997 100~3,340 A 05~4 SM. 30 2 4 S.P.FE.S.(1998b)
1997 90~970 B 1~4 S.M. 23 2 4
1997 120~1,570 C 1~4 S.M. 19 2 4
1997 30~750 D 1~4 SM. 18 2 4
1997 10~820 E 1~4 S.M. 16 2 4
1997 20~230 F 1~4 S.M. 15 2 4
1997 50~840 G 1~4 SM. 27 2 4
1997 ool 30~2060 __H__ 1~4_ _SM.___16___2 _ 4 ___________
1997 40 550 80 2230 6,060 5490 8700 8680 2460 5550 1,300 1,300 A S.M. 1 2 S.P.FES.(1999b)
1997 10 10 90 10 30 60 10 90 10 30 30 F SM. 1 2
1997 20 10 110 1,100 2,950 2,950 I S.M. 1 2
1997 190 340 530 1,300 480 4330 4,030 4480 4900 2,740 C S.M. 1 2
1997 910 1,430 _ 2,910 _ 2,280 _ _4,140__2,160 G 1 2
1997 . .

1997 4,936~11,120 A 15~28 SM 3 5 Sakamoto(2003)
1997 68~4,176 B 20~45 SM 6 5
1997 1,036 ~3,396 C_19~37 SM. 6 5
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Appendix (continue). List of density ofCorbicula japonica population in Shinji Lake.
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Year

Density(Inds./nm)

Area in

Number Times Mesh

41

Depth Method Reference
/month__ Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov.  Dec. _ Fig1 m) of stn. /stn. inmm
1997 908~1,148 D 20~37 SM 3 5
1997 20~1,856 E 10~27 SM 3 5
1997 52~2,000 F  13~30 SM 6 5
1997 588~2,452 G 13~27 SM 6 5
1997 372~2,632 H 22~40 SM 3 5
1998 460 1950 290 1440 6220 7340 6,140 3600 4710 3380 3,060 2340 A 10~18 SM. 1 2 05 SPILFES(1999a)
1998 30 20 130 20 10 F  47~52 SM 1 2 0.5
1998 5030 9730 480 12,800 11,140 28990 11,330 6,850 9,290 5310 6,060 2,910 I 40~50 SM 1 2 1
1998 960 600 80 470 1020 1530 1,710 1600 1,620 1260 1,620 C 24~32 SM 1 2 0.5
1998 _J100 __320__1260 __130___630___1.110__530 __2210_ _2310 _1630 __810_ __710____G__0Q7%13_SM____1 ___Z 2 __05 ___________
1998 420~3,800 990~7,210 350~3,380 A~H <1 SM. 7 2 05 S.P.LFE.S.(1999b)
1998 20~5,370 30~5,920 50~3,.320 A~H 1~2 SM. 31 2 0.5
1998 10~6,530 30~2,520 30~3510 A~H 2~3 SM. 22 2 0.5
1998 20~5,510 10~1,960 10~1,010 A~H 3~4 SM. 23 2 0.5
1998 oo 101080 10~820 _____ 10~3260 _ ___ A~H__4~5_ _SM.___25___2 05 ___________
1998 1,012~6,328 A 17~38 SM 6 5 Sakamoto(2003)
1998 24~3,620 B 18~42 SM 6 5
1998 880~2,404 C 12~41 SM 6 5
1998 316~2,032 D 17~40 SM 3 5
1998 80~448 E 21~35 SM 3 5
1998 4~216 F 10~28 SM 6 5
1998 440~752 G 16~39 SM 6 5
1998 80~948 H 19~40 SM. 3 5
1999 1,900 660 190 1,590 6450 7,910 8200 6,030 6770 6270 5710 3410 A SM. 1 2 0.5
1999 10 30 F M. 1 2 05 S.P.LF.E.S.(2000a)
1999 1250 830 1,820 1,990 2330 2250 2530 1,040 3010 520 240 1 SM. 1 2 1
1999 340 590 530 540 2,180 2620 3340 6,110 2770 1,810 1,670 1370 (¢ SM. 1 2 0.5
1999 720 __ 590 __ 340 __360__ 2450  1910_ 2160 _8150__3410__2830 2530 2510 _ G________SM___1___ 2 05 ___________
1999 240~14,310 150~12,350 380~6,390 A SM. 16 2 05
1999 70~3,250 30~13,120 140~6,470 B SM. 12 2 0.5 SPLF.ES.(20005)
1999 50~8,090 3,920~13,830 120~7,850 [¢] SM. 8 2 0.5
1999 110~2910 30~9,770 10~3,340 D SM. 8 2 0.5
1999 20~900 10~7,200 70~2,270 E SM. 1 2 0.5
1999 10~720 10~2,790 10~2,410 F SM. 1 2 05
1999 10~7,370 40~14,700 100~4,240 G SM. 16 2 0.5
1999 990~2,860 920~9,000 90~2,540 H SM. 8 2 0.5
2000 80~3,470 230~7470 280~6,650 A SM. 13 2 05
2000 10~4,430 10~3,990 170~5,050 B SM. 15 2 0.5 SPLF.ES(2001a)
2000 1,100~6,950 10~6,690 50~5,180 c SM. 10 2 0.5
2000 770~5,160 10~7,770 30~4,630 D SM. 10 2 0.5
2000 10~1,610 30~1,430 70~5,450 E SM. 12 2 0.5
2000 20~520 20~1,090 30~3,160 F SM. 1 2 0.5
2000 10~7,360 320~4,910 20~4,470 G SM. 19 2 0.5
2000 ________ 430~1910 ________250~5220 ________20~3080 _____ H _______SM___10___2 _05 __________
2000 2,080 560 230 1,000 5120 6050 6,670 7980 5240 7940 7590 4,220 A 12~16 SM. 1 2 05 spiFES (2001b)
2000 10 160 F  48~51 SM. 1 2 05 T
2000 350 460 20 830 60 I  26~48 SM. 1 2 1
2000 500 340 780 950 1,060 1810 4310 5720 2260 5700 3,380 6980 C 24~30 SM 1 2 0.5
2000 290 780 670 1,000 840 1,540 1840 1720 1,220 2550 2920 2,690 G 13~19 SM 1 2 0.5
2001 450~11,160 A 11~42 SM 15 2 1
2001 120~7,050 B 12~44 SM 12 2 1 SPLFES.(20032)
2001 3,130~9,950 C 14~45 SM 8 2 1
2001 360~8,770 D 12~45 SM 8 2 1
2001 30~7,880 E 15~45 SM 1 2 1
2001 20~3,730 F 15~42 SM 1 2 1
2001 140~13,640 G 14~47 SM 15 2 1
2001 e e e me e oo _20~13060_ _ ___________________ H__12~45_SM.___8 __: 2 .
2001 3,250 3,720 13,390 3920 20410 11,110 12,090 10,060 5110 6,790 3,840 A S.M. 1 2 0.5
2001 1,160 400 390 70 320 200 F SM. 1 2 0.5 SPLF.ES(20030)
2001 90 1 SM. 1 2 1
2001 2,750 6,010 14,290 12,680 9,560 7,420 7,920 7,790 4,580 2,350 c SM. 1 2 0.5
2001 2170 2380 2,170 10440 5700 3920 3430 2810 2230 2240 2270 G SM. 1 2 0.5
2002 3760 1970 960 9,010 3,890 6,300 A SM. 1 2 0.5
2002 270 200 190 880 50 20 F SM. 1 2 0.5 .
2002 20 20 220 8,570 3,840 10 1 SM. 1 2 1
2002 1,660 1,250 1,330 1,230 5,370 3,210 c SM. 1 2 0.5
2002 2,180 680 960 770 1,370 2,350 G SM. 1 2 0.5
2003 9,580 A SM. 1 2 0.5
2003 130 F SM. 1 2 0.5 SPLF.ES(2004)
2003 290 1 SM. 1 2 1
2003 1,040 c SM. 1 2 0.5
2003 1,540 G S.M. 1 2 0.5
Method: E.B. :Ekman-Birge type sampler
S.M. :Smith-Mclntyre type sampler
B.Q. :Basket Quadrat sampler
SP.FES: Shimane Prefectural Experimental Station
SPIFES: Shimane Prefectural Inland Experimental Station





