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Teacher Cognition of Fundamental Conditions for Teaching Students with Divergent Educational
Needs: Applications of Universal Design Principles for Learning

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to crystallize the principles of universal design for learning in relation to the
access to general curriculum in students with special needs. Twenty-five regular class teachers, nineteen special
class teachers, and forty-one special school teachers were asked to describe their idea or experience concerning
fundamental conditions for teaching students with divergent educational needs to promote their learning in
classroom teaching. Their reported fundamental conditions concerning universal design were as follows: giving
prospects of teaching situations or materials, perceptible information presentations, selection of interested
materials or activities, using games or play contexts, task presentations in the form of small- steps with low task
efforts, and small group instruction. Equitable use of materials were not reported that researchers of universal
design consider it to be important. And further, five types of constraint using above reported conditions in the
processes of adapting or augmenting general curriculum were suggested.

Key Words: Universal Design for Learning, Teacher Cognition, General Curriculum, Individual Education Plan,
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