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On the “Izumonokami Tsunenaka Meisho-Utaawase”

ASHIDA Koichi

(Professor Emeritus, Shimane University)

(Abstract)

There was waka poems contest called the “Izumonokami Tsunenaka Meisho-Utaawase”
which likely took place around November in the year 1077. The full record of the event no
longer exists, and only seven waka poems have been found. It was held to say farewell to
Minamoto no Tsunenaka (date of birth and death unknown), who was going to become the
governor of Izumo (now Shimane Prefecture). The waka poems describe well-known places
in the Izumo area. This paper explains who the poets were what places were mentioned, and

the background of the contest.

Keywords: meisho-utaawase, Izumonokuni-meisho, Minamotono-Tsunenaka
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