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KA

The role of charcoal policy in supporting the utilization
of local resources in Shimane Prefecture

OTSU Hirotaka
(NICHINAN CHUGOKU-SANCHI FORESTRY ACADEMY)

(Abstract)

In the past, the Chagoku Mountains region, including Shimane Prefecture, saw its farming
economies sustained by agriculture and forestry utilising local resources. Particularly
noteworthy in the Chtagoku Mountains was the circular use of local resources by farming
and forestry households through the production of rice + Wagyu beef + charcoal + speciality
products, a model widely adopted from the Taisho period onwards. This study focuses on
Shimane Prefecture’s policies supporting charcoal production, aiming to clarify the methods
employed to assist farming households. Through the process of establishing the Shimane
Prefecture Unified Charcoal Standards in 1926, spearheaded by the prefecture, production
targets reflecting consumer preferences became visible to farmers. This enhanced consumer
convenience and provided producers with quality control guidelines. Furthermore, charcoal
shipments enabled cash acquisition for each region. These outcomes demonstrate that
Shimane Prefecture supported the incomes of farming and forestry households by seeking

consensus among consumers, producers, and distributors.

Keywords: Charcoal, Shimane Prefecture Charcoal Standardisation, Regional Resources,

Forest Resources, Farmers and Forest Owners
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