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Range expansion of the exotic large carpenter bee,
Xylocopa (Biluna) tranquebarorum tranquebarorum in San-in District,
Western Japan (Hymenoptera: Apidae)

Ryoichi Mivanaca, Usun Saivizu-kaya and Rinsei Koyama

Graduate School of Natural Science and Technology, Shimane University,
Nishikawatsu 1060, Matsue, Shimane Pref., 690—8504 Japan

Abstract A carpenter bee species Xylocopa (Biluna) tranquebarorum

tranquebarorum is originally distributed in tropical and subtropical Asia. The

observation records of this species in Japan have gradually increased in the

two decades. In 2023 and 2024, we collected more than 60 adults of the species

especially on the flower of Vitex rotundifolia in the seashores of San-in District. Our

results showed that this species has rapidly expanded its range in the district and

settled at least six beaches in Shimane prefecture.
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