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Abstract

This paper examines the semantic functional differentiation of “you” ( 4 ) and “shi” (& ) in modern
Chinese and their roles in linguistic communication. Combining theoretical analysis with corpus-
based case studies, this paper analyzes specific scenes from Myth, a time-travel-themed drama, to
reveal the dynamic balance between “you” and “shi” in expressing objective existence and subjective
judgment. The findings indicate that “you” introduces new entities through perception, representing
objective existence, while “shi” confirms the connection between new entities and existing concepts
through cognitive processes, reflecting subjective judgment. This differentiation not only highlights
the grammatical features of Chinese but also offers new perspectives for research on language and
cognition.
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