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Formation of a Regional Circular Economy
through Food Waste Upcycling
— A Case Study of Kinkai Kasei Co., Ltd. -

FUJIMOTO Haruhisa

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the realities of resource and econom-
ic circulation constructed within a region by resource-upcycling companies
that upcycle food waste and unused resources into high-value-added materi-
als. Specifically, the study analyzes the business model and transactional rela-
tionships of a resource-upcycling company, Kinkai Kasei Co., Ltd., located
in Sakaiminato City, Tottori Prefecture, focusing on its supply chain struc-
ture, including primary (Tier 1) and secondary (Tier 2) business partners.
Through this analysis, the study aims to elucidate the process of building
resource and economic circulation and examine the impact of resource-upcy-
cling companies on regional economies. Furthermore, based on the findings
from this case study, the research explores the formation process of a circu-

lar economy in the region centered on upcycling and examines its potential.
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