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What Do Parents Think Is Ideal for the Future of
High School Students in a Mountainous Area?
--- “The Challenge” of Settling into their Hometown,
and Gender Differences

KATAOKA Yoshimi

(Faculty of Law and Literature, Shimane University)

(Abstract)

The purpose of this paper is to examine how parents envision their children's ideal
futures, using data from a survey of parents of high school students in the mountainous
area of Shimane, Japan. The results show that parents of male students are more likely than
parents of female students to believe that their children will stay in their hometowns after
graduating from high school. In addition, parents of male students are more likely to hope
that their sons will stay in their hometowns, while parents of female students are more likely
to expect that their daughters will move to larger cities at least once.

On the other hand, parents of both male and female students hope that their children will
contribute to their hometown communities and seek a challenging life. However, parents of
female students often perceive a challenging life as being in conflict with a stable life, while
parents of male students typically associate it with not going university and not getting a
stable job. Furthermore, it is suggested that when parents of male students express a desire
for their children to pursue a challenging life, these students are more likely to remain in
their hometowns after graduating from high school.

This paper proposes that the pursuit of a new value to challenge the prevailing norms of
competitive society may arise in mountainous areas, however, this encouragement may be

limited to men.
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