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The Challenge of Industry-University Collaboration
from the Humanities: A Case Study of the Shimadai
Japanese Confectionery Project

NOMOTO Rumi
(Shimane University, Faculty of Law and Literature)

(Abstract)

This paper presents a case study of the “Shimadai Japanese Confectionery Project,” a
Project-Based Learning (PBL) initiative jointly undertaken by students and faculty from
Shimane University in collaboration with long-established local Japanese confectionery
manufacturers. The study explores a different approach to industry-university collaboration,
traditionally involving researchers, postdoctoral fellows, and PhD students as the primary
participants. In contrast, this project is distinguished by its focus on undergraduate students
majoring in Japanese literature as the primary problem-solvers. By applying the knowledge
they gained at the university level, the students collaborated with the company to develop
high-value-added products and services. This case illustrates the potential of the humanities

in fostering meaningful industry-university partnerships.

Keywords: Industry-University Collaboration, Shimane University, Matsue City, Humanities,

Japanese confectionery
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