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Early Television Reception in Matsue,
Shimane Prefecture, Japan
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(Abstract)

This research explores early television reception in Matsue, Shimane Prefecture, Japan,
using the mixed methods of documentary research and oral history. The history of television
in Japan has been constructed to deal with events that took place in populated cities.
According to a commonly accepted view, Japanese people began to watch the gaito terebi,
or street televisions, set up by Nihon TV in the early 1950s, and then the diffusion of home
television caused by Japan's Crown Prince Akihito, Princess Michiko's wedding parade in
1958. However, street TV had hardly been installed outside the metropolitan area, and many
areas, including Matsue, had not yet started television broadcasting by the time of the royal
wedding. While there are few documents on how people in rural areas of Japan encountered
early television, this research conducted oral history interviews and have revealed that the

early reception of television in Matsue area has urban aspects as well as those of rural.
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