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A study of the opposition movement against
the construction of the Aoya Nuclear Power plant

KAWAMURA Masanori
(Tottori Keiai High School)

(Abstract)

On the coast of Aoya-cho, on the eastern part of Tottori prefecture, the plan for the
construction of the Aoya Nuclear Power Plant was formerly underway. The plan was
eventually ‘withdrawn’ due to the protest movement by the residents. Little is known,
however, about the significant fact to even the inhabitants of Tottori prefecture.

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the attribute of the movement, which occurred in
the end of the 1970s through the 1980s.

Gathering and analyzing the verbal evidence and original sources offered by the persons
concerned are the main methods of this study. In addition, consulting the theories of social
movement, I tried to analyze a particular opposition group that played an important role in
the movement.

As a result, the following points became clear. First, the nature of the movement changed
from explicitness to confidentiality as it reached its conclusion in around 1987. Second, the
actual situation of activities of each group and of acquisition and communal ownership of land
became much more concrete than preliminary studies. Finally, this paper also clarified that
in the process of establishment and operation of the group in question, I could see the effect

of “framing” and “collective memory” in the theories of social movement.

Keywords: Aoya, the movement against nuclear power plant construction, communal

ownership of land, the theories of social movement
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