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Abstract

Amid the growing shortage of labor, the government is actively promoting
the acceptance of foreign workers. Accordingly, the acceptance of foreign
workers who can bring their families is expanding. As an increase in the
number of spouses and children accompanying these workers to Japan is
anticipated, there is an urgent need to improve the quality of life support
for not only the workers but also their families. Under these circumstances,
attention has focused on the issue of “young carers who provide language
support,” in which children who have learned Japanese in elementary schools
provide language support for their families, as their parents cannot speak or
write in Japanese. There are concerns that such children, by missing school,
may fall behind in their studies and that this may negatively affect their
future educational opportunities.

This paper focuses on “language care” for children of foreign workers or
helping them in terms of the Japanese language they are in charge of in
Izumo City, Shimane Prefecture, where the number of foreign residents is
increasing, and explores family support that enables these children and their
foreign-nationality parents to live together harmoniously in their daily lives in
Japan. Furthermore, we will discuss measures for the coexistence of foreign
residents that should be questioned using this “young carers of language”

issue as an opportunity.






