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A Psychoanalytic Interpretation of Pedro Almodévar’s Broken Embraces (Los abrazos rotos,

2009): Seeing a Screen and Touching a Screen

Takayuki [JUIN

In Pedro Almoddvar's Broken Embraces, the image on screen is not only visual but also quasi
haptic. The scene demonstrating a quasi-haptic aspect of vision is where the hero, Mateo (a
former director, now a screenwriter after an accident made him totally blind), caresses a screen
showing his last kiss with his beloved Lena, who was killed in the accident. The short movie on

the screen was filmed by chance just before the accident.

Like blinded Oedipus, we can we can interpret Mateo as a castrated child. Lena’s death can
be interpreted as the separation between a boy and his mother, symbolized by castration. Utterly
unable to see the moving image of their last kiss, Mateo nonetheless joins with Lena again when
he touches the projection screen. In this moment, ‘viewer and the object connect directly through

‘feeling’ the light in the slow-motion cinematographic image.

By contrast, the antagonist Ernesto’s vision is a type of sadistic voyeurism. Ernesto tries to
control Lena through his gaze. Yet, he is consequently shocked to witnesses Mateo and Lena kiss
each other. In psychoanalytic terms, he reverts to being a child witnessing the “primal scene” of
parental coitus. Accordingly, in my interpretation of this film, the characters represent the different
developmental stages of children, and by portraying these two characters in this way, the film

shows that the images are both visual and tactile.



