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Wild Bee Communities at the Flowers of a Typical Coastal Plant, Vitex Rotundifolia in
Shimane Prefecture, Japan (Hymenoptera, Apoidea) in Relation to Landscape Type of

Coastal Area.

By Ryoichi Mi1YANAGA, Usun SHIMIZU-KAYA and Kurumi INOUE

Abstract Summer wild bee communities on a typical coastal shrub, Vitex rotundifolia in 11 sites
along the Sea of Japan coast in Shimane Prefecture were investigated and compared their richness
in species diversity and similarities. The study sites were grouped on the basis of land-use types of
adjacent areas into three locations, village, semi-village or non-village types to examine landscape
structure effects. A total of 1269 individuals, belonging to 19 species in 4 families were collected
from 11 sites. The studied communities were species-poor, composed of only 3 to 11 species
for each site. Megachile (Eutricharaea) kobensis, was the most dominant species in all sites.
Similarity among communities was not always associate with the land-use types around the study
sites. The reasons for this were discussed.
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