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Authenticity of Historical Accounts of Events
That Occurred in the Tottori Domain During
the Reign of Mitsunaka Ikeda

TANAKA Norio

(Faculty of Law and Literature, Shimane University)

(Abstract)

Looking at Tottor: Hansei Shiryo and the collection of documents associated to it, we find
that the various incidents involving the feudal retainer were not only written down in the
official records of the domain such as the “Karo Nikki,” but at the same time various accounts
about the circumstances and people involved were also created. The events were thus
recorded in various kinds of literature over the course of time. In addition, the actual facts in
these accounts were also modified and extended, and unique interpretations and evaluations
of people and events were created. Something similar to the creation and development of
gitsuroku (jitsuroku-tai shosetsu literally means true record novels) is taking place here. The
four stabbing incidents that occurred between 1632-1685, during the reign of Mitsunaka
Tkeda—the first feudal lord of the Tottori Domain—continued to be written and transmitted
until the mid-1800s. Here, we will look at the aspects of authenticity that can be observed in

these writings.

Keywords: historical novels, early modern novels, Tottori Domain
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