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Positioning of basic industries in Semi-mountainous Area
—A Case Study of Iinan Town, Shimane Prefecture—

MIYAMOTO Kyoko

(Faculty of Law and Literature, Shimane University)

(Abstract)

In maintaining a sustainable population level for a community, the following measures are
key: developing profitable industries, providing employment opportunities, and building an
interrelated structure that links such industries and employment opportunities. To create
a sustainable community, it is essential to determine the fundamental industries outside
the region and develop industries with “earning power” and high employment absorption
capacity. In this article, we examined the linkage structure of the industries that drive
the region, targeting linan Town, Shimane Prefecture, in order to examine the positioning
of fundamental industries in mountain villages. The results showed that in Iinan Town,
agriculture is solidly positioned as a fundamental industry with strong earning power. The
fundamental industries that have the greatest impact on job creation are agriculture for men
and the “medical and welfare” industry for women, but there is a serious shortage of young
workers. Findings from this study suggest that for the agriculture and aged care industries
to continue to grow as core industries in the community, a collaborative relationship must be

built between the industries and the government-led community industry initiative scheme.

Keywords: Iinan Town, government-led community industry, fundamental industries
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