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Ryosuke TASHIRO - Midori OTANI - Hidenobu NEKODA
Using Retelling Tasks to Motivate High School Students to Improve
Their English Speaking Skills

ABSTRACT
The purpose of this study is to show how retelling activities can be used to enhance Japanese high school stu-
dents’ English proficiency. As a graduate student. the author participated in a 2-year teaching practicum at a
public high school in Shimane Prefecture. The first-year research showed that retelling activities can provide stu-

dents with valuable opportunities to practice speaking in their own words. Therefore, in the following year, ex-
perimental instruction was designed and given to two classes, and its effects were evaluated relative to a control
group in terms of the amount of students’ utterances in retelling tasks. The results show that a) retelling activi-
ties increased the number of words students speak for 1 min (but n. s.), and b) interactive instruction can be

used to teach implicit retelling skills.
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-+ In most countries, there were more students who
answered “yes” than “no.” Surprisingly, three out of
six countries had a higher percentage than Japan.--

Does your high school have a uniform?

Japan T————— = g1 ——— T 16 22
Us 111 89 1
UK T N BRI [ 37 777
Australia TG T 7]
SouthKorea " Q7 3
China —————————--—-~-- Q) T F81

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

OYes ENo

1 #AFl#ELesson 3 Part 3 —# [$k]
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Q1 : What did the survey ask ?
A1 : The survey asked, “Does your high school
have a uniform ?”
Q2 : According to the results, did students in ALL
SIX countries answer “yes ?”
A 2 > No. Many students in FIVE countries answered
yes.
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Overseas school have school uniforms. The
uniforms looks like, looks like, school
uniforms, the U.K. and Australia look like
Japanese school uniforms. Vietnam, Vietnam
and Bhutan don’t look like Japanese school
uniforms.

Schools overseas have school uniforms. The
uniforms in some countries look like
Japanese. But [in contrast,] the uniforms in
other countries don’t like ours. It may be
because their traditions or religions are
different from ours.
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