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How do high school students who live in a rural area
think about residing in their hometown or moving out
toward the urban area?

Takashi Fukino and Yoshimi Kataoka

(Faculty of Law and Literature, Shimane University)

(Abstract)

This paper aims at discussing how high school students who live in a rural area think
about residing in their hometown or moving out toward the urban area by analyzing the
data from the survey including an open-ended question.

In their open-ended answers, the expression such as “an experience of living in the wider
world” and “contribution to the town” frequently appeared. However, it was suggested that
these had nothing to do with the image of their own future life. It seemed that their image of
the future was ambiguous and influenced by the hope of their parents.

We paid attention to that they didn't talk about their dreams or longing for urban cities
and that they spoke of a sense of security with living in their hometown. For those high
school students who don't know life in another region, the safety in their "familiar world"
may be the most important point. Further investigation of “a familiar world” is needed to

discuss the decrease of the younger population in the rural area.

Keywords: High school students in a rural area, the decrease of the younger population, the

sense of security of “a familiar world”
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