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Continuing Education among Working People in
Shimane Prefecture

KENTARO Harada
(Head Office for Education and Student Support, Shimane University)

(Abstract)

In recent years, continuing education has attracted renewed attention. After the
completion of mandatory school education, most people continue to learn for the rest of their
lives and develop their careers through this type of learning.

This study investigated the types of continuing education on offer and the characteristics
of those who actively pursue it. It was found that most of those who pursue formal
continuing education are younger and more highly educated than those who were not. It was
tentatively concluded that developing habits of learning during school may be a foundation
for working adults’ continuing education after graduation.

For the promotion of continuing education, the importance of higher education was
recognized, but this factor may also lead to the widening of existing gaps, and the need for

various educational reforms to be clarified.

Keyword: lifelong learning, practice of learning, educational background, recurrent education
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