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Records, Reports, and Historical Novels of Famine
in the San'in Region during the Early Modern Period:
Describing and inheriting the memories of a disaster

TANAKA Norio
(Faculty of Law and Literature)

(Abstract)

Written material describing famines and revolts during the early modern period, were
produced based on the unique authorial intentions of an individual writer. Often, writers
contemplated the characteristics and essence of an incident or situation, in order to fully
grasp them, and accurately narrate the event to future generations. On the other hand, some
of them were dedicated to simply recording facts in a straightforward manner. In addition,
it can be confirmed that the conscious desire of wanting to inherit the memories of disasters
continued into the modern era. The above will be discussed through materials from the

San'in region during the early modern period.

Keywords: historical novels, early modern novels, famines, revolts
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