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Factors affecting the settlement of Japanese Brazilians
in Izumo City, Shimane Prefecture.

UEKIT Hiroshi
(Tottori College)

(Abstract)

The number of foreign residents in Japan has increased rapidly since the mid-2010s, reach-
ing 2.93 million in 2019. This increase coincides with when the second Abe administration
began to play an active role in attracting foreign human resources, along with women and
the elderly, as part of its growth strategy. In Izumo City, Shimane Prefecture, the number of
foreigners has increased rapidly in recent years; as of March 2021, the number has risen to
4,846, of which 3423 are Brazilians.

Existing studies show that the Brazilian population in the city has been rising because of a
market-adjusted system, in which the host company and business contractor are integrated.
However, this factor alone is insufficient to explain the increase in population.

The present study examines the factors that cause Japanese Brazilians to settle in Izumo
City. Furthermore, it also discusses the response of the individual actors, such as recipients,

business contractors, and Japanese Brazilians, under the market-adjusted system.

Keywords: Japanese Brazilians, contractor, labor management, long-term employment ,

settlement
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