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Cargo Cult as Reimported:
Tourism and Development in Aneityum, Southern Vanuatu
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Cargo Cult as Reimported:
Tourism and Development in Aneityum, Southern Vanuatu

FUKUI Eijiro

Cargo Cult as Reimported: Tourism and Development in Aneityum, Southern Vanuatu

On Aneityum Island in Vanuatu, the islanders began to slowly confront each other
because of the tourism industry. The purpose of this paper is to explain this conflict from
both sides. From the perspective of the proponents, mainly young people, tourism brings
the thought and practice of development (developmen in Bislama) to the island. They
praise diverse development and investment, not just tourism. The thought of development
implies not only the change of the island, but also the self-transformation of them. Some
young people have begun to see saving cash to become politically powerful men (Bigman).
On the other hand, from the perspective of the tourism cautious, mainly elderly people,
this is a big mistake. To be a bigman, a man has to share (akro), not be individualistic or
selfish. In other words, to them, the means to the end is wrong.

If the most simplified delineation of cargo cult is “a tragic relationship between rational

9

ends and irrational means,” as Lindstrom stated, this thought of development can be
thought of as a cargo cult. Young people will never become Bigman, no matter how much
cash they save.

However, it is also true that this thought and practice of development has been
embedded in society to some extent. Young islanders will continue to chase cash, attract
development, and think of it as a “rich life.” T don't know if elderly people will reluctantly
accept this, or if they will revolt against the overdevelopment. While keeping in mind
the general theory that globalization will drastically change societies, the future of
anthropology is required to take a close look at the choices people make in these small

societies.

37 2022 4:3 H



a3 tiweE 18 5

38



