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A study of burial crystal balls in western Japan during
the Yayoi period

HRAGORI Tatsuya, TATEGAMI Yukako
(Faculty of Law&Literature, Shimane University.

Matsue City Sports and Culture Promotion Foundation)

(Abstract)

The research area of the treatise is western Japan during the Yayoi period. The material
to be analyzed is a crystal ball buried in the tomb. The purpose of the treatise is to clarify
the burial customs of crystal balls in the area. Crystal balls are classified into six types: yuryo
(F#) Ia type, yuryo (F#) Ib type, yuryo (F#%) I type, yuryo (%) II type, muryou (i
) I type, muryou (fEF2) 1T type. The secondaru burial of crystal balls in western Japan
begins in the middle of Middle Yayoi in northern Kyushu, and full-scale burials are held from
the Late Yayoi. The Chugoku ("' [&)-Shikoku (PU[E) region is the center of the burial in the
first half of Late Yayoi, and the Genkai-nada (¥ 7ti#) coastal region is the center of the buri-
al in the latter half of Late Yayoi. Sub-burials can be divided into four types according to the
state of excavation. I thought it was mainly used as a Element for headdresses or earrings.
From the latter half of the late Yayoi to the end of the Yayoi period, a certain set relation-
ship of crystal balls + jade jasper balls + jasper tube balls + glass beads is formed along the
coast of the Setonaikai (#8)7P9#) and Northern Kyushu.

Keywords: Yayoi period, western Japan, Burial Goods, crystal balls

_42_



