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Yaru in Yao Dialect, Osaka:
A Marker to Indicate the Relationship of Three Persons

Saka1 Masashi and Noma Junpei
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‘internal’ marker

The aim of this article is to clarify the function of the subject honorifics form
yaru in the Yao dialect of Osaka. In previous research, yaru is said to indicate
the ‘endearment’ because it is used when the subject is younger than the speak-
er, or the same age. However, this article claims that the function of yaru is not
to indicate the feeling of the speaker, but the relationship of the speaker, the
hearer, and the subject from the viewpoint of the speaker. Yaru indicates the
close relationship of the speaker, subject, and the hearer. Therefore it indicates
that the three members are all in ‘internal’ (or close) relationship. This article
claims that ‘endearment’, which is claimed as a main function of yaru in previ-
ous research, can be thought of as the discourse function by the use of the re-
lation marker yaru.

Yaru is uncommon in that it represents the ‘close’ relationship of both the
hearer and subject from the viewpoint of the speaker, while Japanese honorifics
(linguistic politeness) are said to represent the ‘distant’ relationship to the sub-
ject or hearer from the viewpoint of the speaker.



