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REARIE A

A Study on the Trend of Small and Medium Enterprises
in Shimane Prefecture
—Analysis of the Business Survey from 2016 to 2018 —

FUJIMOTO Haruhisa

(Department of Law and Literature, Shimane University)

(Abstract)

The purpose of this study is to clarify the management situation, problems and issues of
Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs) in Shimane Prefecture. The study revealed
that the business condition of SMEs from 2016 to 2018 is generally in a "good" state, but after
2017, it is likely to be worse. The main factors are the increase in raw material costs and
purchase prices. In addition, the labor shortage problem has become chronic, and has become
a major issue in the management of SMEs. The role of SMEs in the local economy is so
large that stakeholders such as local governments, related organizations and citizens need to
cooperate and support them in order to overcome these issues. This study uses the results
of a business survey conducted jointly with the Association of Small Business Entrepreneurs

in Shimane Prefecture.

Keywords : small and medium-sized enterprises, SMEs, business survey, the Association of

Small Business Entrepreneurs in Shimane Prefecture, regional industrial policy
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