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Tsuneichi KaMiTA: Methods used in fishing the fresh-water shrimps and prawns of Japan
(Further studies on the fresh-water shrimps, prawns and crawfishes of Japan 1961, Pt. 2)

ABSTRACT. —— A glance at a map of Japan shows how rich the lands are in rivers,
lakes and lagoons. lt is easy to say that all of them contain some Atyid shrimps and
Palaemonoid prawns and that these are used by the people for food and fishing bait. At
least five methods of fishing these animals are familiarly employed in Japan. 1) The small
scoop net known as tamo is used by boys and men in shallow water where the shrimps
and prawns can be seen. The frame made of fine wire to which the net is attached is
round, and 6 cm. in diameter, and is attached at one end of a small handle of about 1m.
in length. 2) Another familiar way of catching these animals is by hauling a very large
scoop net. (Pl 1, fig. A) The frame to which the deep bag net is attached is semicircular
or triangular, and is firmly attached at one end of a long handle. This net is held close
to the bottom where it catches the animals. 3) The shiba-zuke consists of a large bundle
of tree branches and leaves bound together at their middle and lower parts. (Pl 1, fig.
B) This lowered into the water, and the shrimps and prawns instinctively hide themselves
among the branches and leaves. When the bundle is brought to the surface, they still remain
attached the branches and leaves, and are then gathered by the fisher laying a scoop
net. 4) A fish trap which is used is the ebi-ue, a cylindrical basket made of the split
bamboo fences and attached a narrow opening as the mouth, through which the shrimps
and prawns enter the basket. (PL 1, fig. C, D and Pl. 2 fig. I~K) The natrow opening is
guarded by pieces of bamboo which point inward and prevent the animals which once
entered the basket from escaping. The trap with some bait put inside is lowered to the
bottom and allowed to remain in the water, after which the animals enter to feed on.the
bait, and then the trap is hauled up. 5) Another trap-fishing method is called bin-tsuri.
This trap consists of a large clear glass bottle with a trapping device at the bottom, viz.,
a narrow hole points inward forming the raised bottom. (Pl 2, fig. G) The mouth of
the bottle is covered with a piece of cloth, and some bait is put through the hole of the

bottom.
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