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Teaching and Disciplining in English classrooms
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Sometimes there are good reasons why a student falls asleep at the desk. Prescribed
medications and sleep deprivation due to a family crisis are among the possible
causes. The instructor is wise to inquire discreetly at some point why the student
is so tired. (p.122)
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“Don’t waste your time,” I explained. “You can’t wipe it off.” Iturned to face

the class. “Does anyone know what indelible means?”

“It means you can’t eat it, I think,” one boy ventured.

“You're thinking of inedible,” Isaid. “Inedible means you can’t eat it. Indelible
means you can't erase it. This is special, indelible lipstick I'm wearing. It cannot
be erased. You can wash it off your face, but the lip print will remain on your face
forever, like an invisible scar.” ....... (FRER—E558)

“If you look in the mirror, you won't be able to see the lip prints, but everyone
else will be able to see them, if the light is right,” 1 told Denzel. “I'm sorry, but I
just can’t resist. If you fall asleep in my class, I have to kiss you because you loock

like little angels when you're sleeping.” (p.59
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“Are those lip marks?” Hal asked, feigning astonishment.
Denzel quickly raised his hand to his cheek as the remainder of the students
stared, mouths agape. Hal smiled and nodded.

“She caught you sleeping, huh?” he whispered conspiratorially. (p.60)
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The first step in minimizing negative class participation is to make clear to the
students what behaviour is unacceptable in the class. A list of class guide-lines can
be handed out with the course syllabus as a form of teacher-student pact and then
retained by the students with their course materials. ....Class guide-lines should not
be a list of warnings, but rather illustrations of contrasting approaches to the class.
Students deserve to have an understanding of what the teacher expects of them, and
of how their test scores and performance of in-class activities will result in positive

or negative evaulation. (p.12D)
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