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They had started and gone a little way when a pet bird was
found to have been left behind, and must even now——so it
presented itself to him——have already all the appealing fierce-
ness and wild self-pity at heart of one left by others to perish
of hunger in a closed house ; and he returned to fetch it, himself
in hardly less stormy distress. But as he passed in search of
it from room to room, lying so pale with a look of meekness in
their denudation, and at last through that little, stripped white
room, the aspect of the place touched him like the face of one
dead; and a clinging back towards it came over him, so
intense that he knew it would last long, and spoiling all his
pleasure in the realisation of a thing so eagerly anticipated.
And so, with the bird found, but himself in an agony of home-
sickness, thus capriciously sprung up within him, he was driven
quickly away, far into the rural distance, so fondly speculated

on, of that favourite country-road.
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Even during those nights of delirium he had felt the scent of
new-mown hay pleasantly, with a dim sense for a moment that
he was lying safe in his old home. ...It was certainly a gen-
uine clinging to life that he felt just then, at the very bottom
of his mind. So it had been, obscurely, even through all the

wild fancies of his delirium, from the moment which followed
(6)
his decision against himself, in favour of Cornelius.
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It was reported, there was a funny belief, at school, that Aldy
Uthwardt had no feeling and was incapable of tears. They never
came to him certainly, when, at nights for the most part, the
very touch of home, so soft, yet so indifferent to him, reached
him, with a sudden opulent gush of garden perfumes ; came at
the rattling of the window-pane in the wind, with anything that
expressed distance from the bare white walls around him here.
He thrust it from him brusquely, being of a practical turn, and

@)
though somewhat sensuous, wholly without sentimentality.
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The original softness of his temperament, against which the
sense of greater things thrust upon him had successfully reacted,
asserted itself again now as he lay at ease, the ease well merited
by his deeds, his sorrows. That he was going to die moved
those about him to humour this mood, to soften all things to
his touch ; and looking back he might have pronounced those
four years of doom the happiest of his :mw
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And as his mother became to him the very type of maternity
in things, its unfailing pity and protectiveness, and maternity

itself the central type of all love; so, that beautiful dwelling-

place lent the reality of concrete outline to a peculiar ideal of"

home, which throughout the rest of his life he mmmB)&, amid

many distractions of spirit, to be ever seeking to regain.

HOMAN UM VR0 vQED v QM & LIl VKIS
HE VLo VOO RE0S IR QEDIEER VLN L
QKOS Hm S o HTFOKROEH BN MR LMY 8 & " &

B QR | HMEDP i QEEERRMAENR RN aef

BHe<- Y va~— (510

NI VSRV N URN S e g 32°

Faoa6%0 36 QEEEERM | 387 x W= N X QERT [ |
o [HEHE] Lo’ XN PR wid [H=xX-i
P 810R" WD JHFERNKQ D N Lo Q " WIRH [Dsny
Qo0 Q | (‘distractions’) B4y P.E D QR0 X N
KX S8 Cna—Nult P TR SEOVEReVQ g
Qe P e XN [HEN WU LKOQEIXER N LD’ I3
Forsty 30 W EBOIK @ U R S0 Q0 Q30° DM 0 Udenseu” [ Ju o
CEELRYE | WRImE" [ LIV L7000 S 1 ese il
20 & DRHSS HXN LW LBRIEBENIG0E W S 42 l°

YUvn—% [BHO<] PR ZUUNQALQALHREN 1° VA" ¥
TR RV U B O BREIN foldive [ v S0
B0 e =3 [KR] Uil S H&° v —Q K
VREERORIBYURHag N IIE°

NSOROEN QN FEIL0BHEK & Z 0 Re’ L% 50’
v — 3 QI QEWERIFING ] REP N &itao s
DA R 5020 080° WRE L RN Kol
Ml BRI WRERW D VeV QY S0

[N ] ZBh o —=h )\ QK OIER SERRINFOFY — 2
NAOQE M PL020° 10D v — NEOEQLRN»
e IO WRY S —RIHY VRS R QR B ek R ok
@%3fuamo%W%ﬁ&&%mi%%&%@a7u197y&®§



50

B {va— (£8)

Brese® FEEVEPoSEND —= N N QRS v NHS<
130540 “the old house” VIS0 SR WRIGH Y BBk
MIS&] PR ooV REMLOQHY [HIek] =8
o THNADCK] Polf - SEBBN v senQ b1 K
DMVHE L0 HEAPRY DN D —= KN N B KWK Q o EE
00

In that half-spiritualised house he [ = Florian] could watch
the better, over again, the gradual expansion of the soul which
had come to be there —— of which indeed, through the law
which makes the material objects about them an element in
children’s lives, it had actually become a part ; inward and
outward being woven through and through each other into one

(11

inextricable texture, ...
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The urns of the dead in the family chapel received their due
service. They also were now become something divine, a goodly
company of friendly and protective spirits, encamped about the
place of their former abode.... They loved those who brought
them their sustenance ; but, deprived of these services, would be
heard wandering through the house, crying sorrowfully in the
stillness of the Emw%
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The dwelling-place in which one finds oneself by chance or
destiny, yet can partly fashion for himself ; never properly one’s
own at all, if it be changed too lightly ; in which every object
has its associations——the dim mirrors, the portraits, the lamps,
the books, the hair-tresses of the dead and visionary magic
crystals in the secret drawers, the names and words scratched
on the windows, windows open upon prospects the saddest or
the sweetest ; the house one must quit, yet taking perhaps, how

much of its quietly active light and colour along with us!——
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grown now to be a kind of raiment to one’s body....
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And as for those who kept up the central tradition of their
house, they were true to the soil, coming back, under whatever
obstacles, from court, from cloister, from distant crusade, to the
visible spot where the memory of their kindred was loveliest
and most exact——a memory, touched so solemnly with a
conscience of the intimacies of life, its significant events, its

contacts and partings, that to themselves it was like a second
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sacred history.
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For a moment, he makes an effort to figure to himself $5m)m
s
coming absences as but exceptional intervals in his life here. . ..
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...Sunday after Sunday, Emerald Uthwardt reads, wondering,
the solitary memorial of one soldierly member of his race, who
had, —— well! who had not died here at home, in his bed.

How wretched! how fine! how inconceivably great and difficult!

2
——not for him!
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Thus far, for Florian, what all this had determined was a
peculiarly strong sense of home ——so forcible a motive with
all of us —— prompting to us our customary love of the earth,

and the larger part of our fear of death, that revulsion we have

(19

from it, as from something strange, untried, unfriendly.....
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It is with a rush of home-sickness that the thought of death
presents itself. He would remain at home for ever on the earth
if he could. .>m it loses its colour and the senses fail, he clings

ever closer to :
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He would have liked to lie finally in the garden among
departed pets, dear dogs and horses ; faintly proposes it one
day..... The saintly vicar visits him considerately ; is repelled
with politeness ; goes on his way pondering inwardly what kind
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of place there might be, in any possible scheme of another
world, for so absolutely unspiritual a subject. In fact, as the
breath of the infinite world came about him, he clung all the

faster to the beloved finite things still in contact with him.
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He had often dreamt he was condemned to die, that the
hour, with wild thoughts of escape, was arrived ; and waking,

with the sun all around him, in complete liberty of life, me

been full of gratitude for his place there, alive still, in the land

o)
of the living.
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25°] (... les hommes sont tous condamnés & mort avec des sursis
indéfinis : we have an interval, and then our place knows us no
more.) A 5 I Q LB D 1 b 0
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it happened that this accident of his dream was just the thing needed
for the beginning of a certain design he then had in view, the
noting, namely, of some things in the story of his spirit——in that
process of brain-building by which we are, each one of us, what we
are. Miscellaneous Studies, p. 173)
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S Miscellaneous Studies, p. 196.
©  Marius the Epicurean. vol. TI, p. 216.
= Miscellaneons Studies, p. 212.
% Miscellaneous Studies, p. 240.
S Marius the Epicurean vol. I, p. 22.
g “old” QKON “Used as an expression of familiarity, as in

the collog. old boy, chap, fellow, man ; also, with names of places
which one has long known. ” (The Shorter Oxford Eniglish Dictionary)
Miscellaneous Studies, p. 173.
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would change the colour or curve of a rose-leaf for that.

less, formless, intangible, being——Plato put so high?” (Appreciations,

p. 68)
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Marius the Epicurean, vol. 1, pp. 10-11.
Appreciations, p. 214,
Gaston de Latour, p. 4.
Miscellaneous Studies, p. 203.
Miscellaneous Studies, pp. 200-201.
Miscellancous Studies, p. 178.
The Renaissance, p. 201.
Miscellaneous Studies, p. 241.
Marius the Epicurean vol. I, pp. 223-224.
The Renaissance, p. 238.
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