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Social Exclusion and Intimate Sphere in the Local:
Life Histories of Ex-Offenders

FUKUI Eijiro

(Faculty of Law and Literature, Shimane University)

(Abstract)

This paper examines the meaning of “the local.” Many studies of “the local” have pointed
out that the concept is polysemous and polythetic. It is close to the anthropological concept
of “local group,” which is characterized by homogeneity. The local in an urban area, on the
other hand, is an anonymous space. Based on Saito’s discussion (2000), the former could be
considered as “‘community,” and the latter as “public sphere.” Nevertheless, diverse people —
sometimes minority persecuted by majority - live in the local.

In this paper, I presented findings from life history interviews with ex-offenders. Many
interviewees confessed that they could not fit in well with the local and felt a sense of
alienation. This suggests that they lack a feeling of inclusion in the local, with an absence of
an intimate sphere.

I conclude by highlighting the importance of prioritizing structuring of the intimate sphere
in the local over the homogeneous community and public sphere in formulating rehabilitation

program plans for offenders.

Keywords : The Local, Social Exclusion, Intimate Sphere, Ex-Offenders
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