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Volcano-stratigraphic relation of the tephra deposits
to the histric relics of Jomon age in Shimane prefecture

Kiyoshi MIURA, and Masahisa HAYAS]

Abstract

The correlation of tephras is quite useful for the archaeological studies. Aira Tn Ash
(AT), deposited between 21,000 and 22,000 y.B.P., and Akahoya Ash{Ah}, deposited between
6,000 and 6,500 yv.B.P. which are most extensive and representative tephras of Japan were
selected for the purpose of the chronological framework. In this paper, the relation of
tephra layers of AT and Ah ashes to the historic relics of Jomon age was conducted in the
Shimane Prefecture, Southwestern Japan. The chemical characters of glass shards exa-
mined by EPMA are used for the tephra correlation.

The result in Hamada City and Mizuho Town is as follows;

The Oshigata-type potteries, one of Jomon age, are always found in the layers of AT ash,
and the Sen’i-type potteries are in the layer of mixture of AT and Ah ashes. This fact
suggests that the Akahoya Ash (6,000 to 6,500 y.B.P.) is a remarkable time-marker for the
demarcation between the ages of Oshigata-type pottery and of Sen’i-type pottery.

In Matsue City, relics of Jomon age are appeared under the layer of Ah ash and of
Yayol age are overlying it. And in Yakumo Village, the layer containig a stone spear is
tdentified with the Ah ash.

[t is emphasized that the correlation of tephras, especially layer of Ah ash is particularly

valuable for studying relics of Jomon age.

(Key Word)  Aira Tn Ash (AT), Akahoya Ash (AhJ,
Historical relics of Jomon age, Oshigata~type pottery,
Sen’i-type pottery
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