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Pollen Analysis of the Kurotani Site
in Yasugi City, Shimane Prefecture

Tkuo ONISHI

Abstract

Pollen in thirty samples from the Kurotani site, Shimada-cho, Yasugi city, Shimane
Prefecture has been examined. From the pollen assemblages, the following ten divisions, in
descending order, have been recognised:

Division 10 (samples 39, 38) : Cyclobalanopsis and Castanopsis-Pasania

Division 9 (samples 37, 36) : Cyclobalanopsis, Abies and Podocarpus

Division 8 (samples 35, 34) : Cyclobalanopsis and Podocarpus

Division 7 (samples 33, 32) : Cyblobalanopsis, Carpinus and Podocurpus

Division 6 (samples 31-26) : Cyclobalanopsis, Pinus and Cryptomeria

Division 5 (samples 25-21) : No pollen and spores

Division 4 (sample 17, 19) : Gramineae, Pinus, Quercus Cyclobalanopsis, Quercus and

Carpinus

Division 3 {samples 15-11) : Gramineae and Pinus

Division 2 {(samples 9-3) : Pinus and Gramineae

Division 1 (samples 1, 2) : Pinus, Gramineae and Cryptomeria.

Divisions 1-6 are correlated with the Gramineae pollen zone of Onishi(1985). Divisions 1
and 2 are with the Pinus (Dioloxylon) subzone, divisions 3 and 4 are with the Cyclobalanopis
- Quercus subzone and division 6 is with the Crypiomeria subzone respectivelly.

Divisions 7-10 are correlated with the Cyclobalanopis-Castanopsis pollen zone. Divisions 7
-9 are with the Podocurpus subzone and division 10 is with Castanopsis subzone.

The sedimentation rate in the upper part is estimated to be 0.1 mm/year, whereas that of the
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lower part is estimated to be 0.23 mm/year.

Key words : Gramineae pollen zone, Cyclobalanopsis-Castanopsis pollen zone, Sedimentation

rate, Buried soil, Later stage of Jomon Period
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