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Value of Natural History for Marie Pape-Carpantier and Louise Michel
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Shimane University

Abstract

Marie Pape-Carpantier, the pioneer of pre-primary education in France produced many
textbooks for teachers as well as mothers. One of her earliest and most important books
“Histoire et legon de choses pour les enfants’ focuses on object lessons and the education of
senses. Starting from this manual, she endeavored to write plenty of stories about animals
and other natural histories in most of her books such as “Secret des grains de sablé’ and
“Zoologie des écoles”. It may be considered as the first opened door to the science and
contemporary knowledge for many poor children and women in France, before the Minister of
Public Education set to create the modern Republican school.

Louise Michel must have learnt with Pape-Carpantier’s books to see any child as developing
beings, while teaching as a free school teacher in the Montmartre poverty district. Confronted
with class distinctions and its struggles showing more or less the law of the jungle, these
experiences could have prompted her to become a more animated instructor and one of the most
brave revolutionaries.

In this paper, I analyze the meaning of natural history and natural science proposed by

Pape-Carpantier and Louise Michel’s consideration.
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