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Behold! the mystery into which we would initiate thee, O
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reader, is a mystery of bayaderes, a mystery of dancing girls

“robed only in a fleecy cloud of veils,” that mystery of the

daughter of Herodias which made the king swear a great

oath that he should give her all that she desired, even unto

the half of his kingdom.g
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The number Eight singeth praise with us. Amen.

The number Twelve danceth on high. Amen.

The whole on high hath part in our dancing. Amen.

Whoso danceth not, knoweth not what cometh to pass.
Amen.2
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All together glide the right foot forward one pace, without

lifting the sandal from the ground, and extend both hands

to the right, with a strange floating motion and a smiling,

mysterious obeisance. Then the right foot is drawn back,

with a repetition of the waving of hands and the mysteri-
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ous bow. Then all advance the left foot and repeat the
previous movements, half-turning to the left. Then all take
two gliding paces forward, with a single simultaneous soft
clap of the hands, and the first performance is reiterated,
alternately to right and left ; all the sandaled feet gliding
together, all the supple hands waving together, all the
pliant bodies bowing and swaying together. And so slowly,
weirdly, the processional movement changes into a great
round, circling about the moonlit court and around the
voiceless crowd of spectators.

And always the white hands sinuously wave together, as if

weaving spells, alternately without and within the round,

now with palms upward, now with palms downward ; and

all the elfish sleeves hover duskily together, with a shad-
owing as of wings ; and all the feet poise together -with
such a rhythm of complex motion, that, in watching it, one
feels a sensation of hypnotism—as while striving to watch
a flowing and shimmering of water.

And this soporous allurement is intensified by a dead hush.
No one speaks, not even a spectator. And, in the long
intervals between the soft clapping of hands, one hears
only the shrilling of the crickets in the trees, and the shu-
shu of sandals, lightly stirring the dust. Unto what, I ask
myself, may this be likened? Unto nothing ; yet it suggests



some fancy of somnambulism,—dreamers, who dream
themselves flying, dreaming upon their feet.s
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+ + »two enormous rings of dancers form, one within the

other, the rest of the people pressing back to make room
for the odori. And then this great double-round, formed by
fully five hundred dancers, begins also to revolve from
right to left,—lightly, fantastically,—all the tossing of
arms and white twinkling of feet keeping faultless time to
the measured syllabification of the chant. An immense
wheel the dance is, with the Ondo-tori for its axis,—
always turning slowly upon his rice-mortar, under his

open umbrella, as he sings the song of harvest thanks-
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The Guji waves his hand, and from the farther end of the
huge apartment there comes a sudden burst of strange
music, —a sound of drums and bamboo flutes ; and turning
to look, I see the musicians, three men, seated upon the
matting, and a young girl with them. At another sign from
the Guiji the girl rises. She is barefooted and robed in

snowy white, a virgin priestess. But below the hem of the



white robe I see the gleam of hakama of crimson silk. She
advances to a little table in the middle of the apartment,
upon which a queer instrument is lying, shaped somewhat
like a branch with twigs bent downward, from each of
which hangs a little bell. Taking this curious object in both
hands, she begins a sacred dance, unlike anything I ever
saw before. Her every movement is a poem, because she is
very mHmnm?_ ; and yet her performance could scarcely be
called a mm:oo“ as we understand the word ; it is rather a
light swift walk within a circle, during which she shakes
the instrument at regular intervals, making all the little
bells ring. Her face remains impassive as a beautiful mask,
placid and sweet as the face of a dreaming Kwannon ; and
her white feet are pure of line as the feet of a marble
nymph. Altogether, with her snowy raiment and white
flesh and passionless face, she seems rather a beautiful
living statue than a Japanese maiden. And all the while the
weird flutes sob and shrill, and the muttering of the drums
is like an incantation.
What I have seen is called the Dance of the Miko, the
Divineress. 8
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Before her illuminated butsudan the young woman, mag-

nificently attired, was dancing all alone. Her costume he

recognized as that of a shirabyoshi, though much richer

than any he had ever seen worn by a professional dancer.

Marvelously enhanced by it, her beauty, in that lonely time

and place, appeared almost supernatural. 8
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