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The maiking prosess of Kenseikai party and
Minsei party’s political power in Shimane prefecuture

SUGITANI Naoya

(San'in Research Center, Faculty of Law and Literature, Shimane University)

(Abstract)

Shimane prefecture’s Kenseikai and Minsei parties were forced to improve their policies
and philosophy in order to oppose the policies of the Seiyu party, which were pork-barrel.
Wakatsuki Reijiro, who served as Prime Minister, played an important role in this effort
to improve and oppose. Wakatsuki's private support group, the Kokudokai, expanded its
influence mainly in Matsue city. Wakatsuki sent letters to his patron endorsing the policy
and philosophy of the Kenseikai party. As a result, the Kenseikai party received the support
of new political forces such as the Youth party. When the Minsel party later joined, the
political parties took over the reformist position of the Kenseikai party and became a major
force, gathering many of the political forces of Shimane prefecture together. At the Shimane
Prefecture Youth Federation Conference, organized by Shoyo newpaper, an affiliated paper
of the party, political speeches were given by a number of speakers on a wide range of
topics, from political issues to life problems. The Minsei party sought to become a party
emphasizing public opinion and policy in common elections. However, conflicts within the
Minsel party confused the county council, and party politics itself became the target of

growing criticism in the region.
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