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The Relationship Between the Attitudes of Nurses Caring
for End-of-life Cancer Patients and Grief Work in General Wards
(the attitudes of caring nurses for end-of-life / grief work / cancer patients)

Sachiko IKEUCHI, Miki FUKUMA, Kyoko OSADA

Abstract

nurses caring for end-of-life cancer patients in general wards and the associated grief work. The study

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between the attitudes of

was undertaken to clarify the role of nurses in the grieving process of end-of-life cancer-patient care.
The participants were 1,018 nurses in general wards at designated regional cancer hospitals. In this
study, an anonymous self-report questionnaire method was used, and the questionnaires were collected
by mail. The questionnaire asked for information on “personal attributes,” “grief work,” and “caring
attitudes toward end-of-life cancer patients.”

In total, valid responses were collected from 412 (40.5%) nurses. The total score of caring attitudes
toward end-of-life cancer patients was 114.7 % 10.1. The analysis of data revealed that caring attitudes
have a significant relationship with “basic nursing education,” “years spent working with end-of-life
cancer patients,” “experience as a primary nurse of end-of-life cancer patients,” and “grief work.” The
nurses with better cancer-care attitudes toward terminal cancer patients expressed their own emotions
while performing grief work and reviewed their own actions and used this understanding well. These

results suggest that nurses must self-reflect to take advantage of the grief work in end-of-life care.
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