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Geochemical evaluation of SS (suspended solid)
and periphyton samples of Kuma River, Kyushu

Yuko Hayashi * and Hiroaki Ishiga * *

Abstract

Biological concentration of elements in fresh water diatom of plankton and periphyton was examined from geochemical
analysis using XRF (X-ray fluorescence analysis). This research was carried out in fluvial system of the Kuma River, Kyushu,
Japan. Geochemical composition of SS (suspended solid) and periphyton (mainly of diatoms) are useful for evaluation of water
environment. Diatom may show quick response to changes of water environment. To understand seasonal variation of water
environments, series of samples were collected in February, April, June and October, 2015. Due to the passage of typhoon,
sample collection in August was neglected.

To evaluate element concentrations of SS and periphyton, analytical results were normalized by average composition of
fluvial sediments collected in 2015. The elements of biological accumulations are Zn, Cu, TS (total sulfur), F and P, which
are demonstrated by SS/sediments diagram. SS, however, may contain significant amount of inorganic finer particles
shown by positive good correlation between SS and Fe,O; (r=0.87). Water quality displayed by SS shows seasonal change,
namely that of February sample indicated higher element concentrations in Zn, TS and P,O;s than those of other samples.
This is related to enrichment of nutrient supply by snowmelt water. The periphyton/sediment diagrams show enrichment
in Zn, Cu, Ni, TS, Br, Mn, P, suggesting different pattern of concentrations of elements comparing to those of SS. TiO,
contents of periphyton samples show variation from 0.21 to 0.84 wt%, some of which exceed concentration of sediments
(0.72 wt% in average). This indicated existence of finer minerals on periphytons. Characteristic geochemical feature of SS
and periphyton can be observed in absence of iodine and Sr depletion. This contrasts to iodine concentration in higher plants
and is suggestive that diatom may not absorb these elements.
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RN 0> 2015 AR OMEREY OFIGME 7R T BURHRIUD SIS 1 IR T
(mg/L) ements (ppm) Major elements (wt%)
sample SS As Pb ZIn Cu Ni Cr v Sr Y Nb Ir Th Sc TS F Br I Cl Ti0, Fe0; Mn0O Ca0 P,05
February
Ku15-1 2.39 1 11 38 26 37 1 13 2 2 1 1 2 1156 210 2 0.10 034 004 093 024
Ku15-2 4.29 2 9 51 27 31 10 36 3 2 13 1 2 1338 363 4 0.26 099 007 103 026
Kul5-3 770 2 11 47 23 25 13 44 3 2 19 1 5 135 213 3 029 122 006 104 029
Kul5-5 509 2 9 39 23 32 12 36 3 2 13 0 4 1312 149 3 020 094 006 094 031
Ku15-6 493 2 10 51 19 27 14 36 3 2 19 1 4 171 69 3 0.32 1.14 007 102 0.23
Kuls-7 263 2 9 33 21 21 5 18 2 2 17 0 1 1024 129 3 016 049 004 087 022
Kul5-8 393 2 12 44 23 25 13 39 3 2 18 4 1202 149 3 028 103 006 100 026
Ku15-9 6.07 2 10 46 25 25 8 40 3 2 13 2 3 1197 110 3 0.29 131 005 099 0.26
Kul5-10 474 2 9 56 23 28 12 32 2 2 13 1 4 1230 89 3 024 093 004 094 030
Ku15-13 430 2 10 42 20 25 9 29 2 2 18 1 3 1020 2 0.18 0.72 004 085 0.31
Kul5-14 58 1 10 44 25 26 13 38 3 2 13 2 5 130 11 2 025 104 005 093 031
Kul5-15 882 2 10 47 24 26 24 51 3 2 2 1 7 904 49 2 037 170 006 097 027
Ku15-16 1009 2 10 50 28 29 24 64 3 2 15 2 5 906 3 0.39 186 007 097 027
Kul5-17 485 3 9 44 21 28 13 38 1 3 2 19 1 4 1825 186 6 028 112 004 079 023
Kul5-18 476 2 10 40 25 29 12 40 3 2 13 3 1216 3 030 107 005 084 023
Ku15-19  5.00 2 10 36 20 23 11 36 2 3 18 0 4 953 13 3 0.26 102 005 091 024
Ku15-20 596 2 9 51 25 27 17 47 1 3 2 13 1 4 1169 154 2 0.32 123 004 083 023
Kuls-21 339 2 9 32 25 28 10 3 2 2 12 1 3 929 28 2 023 090 003 077 020
April
Kul5-1 237 2 9 28 25 26 8 2 2 1 1 1064 289 2 010 034 006 085 0.19
Kul5-5 296 2 10 44 22 28 4 13 2 2 12 1 1 1226 7 2 013 037 004 091 019
Ku15-6 1.88 1 9 26 24 26 2 11 2 11 0 1 898 245 2 040 032 007 084 0.19
Kuls-7 173 1 10 26 19 28 1 1 2 2 11 1090 2 006 015 004 084 028
Kul5-10 256 1 10 28 32 34 13 2 2 12 1 961 110 2 008 027 007 08 024
Kul15-13 227 2 8 26 19 24 5 12 2 2 18 1 1 1075 89 2 0.12 0.36 007 090 0.27
Ku15-15 294 2 9 29 25 30 6 21 3 2 13 1 2 995 3 019 056 007 093 0.19
Kuls5-16 366 2 9 28 25 31 4 15 2 2 12 2 1 1039 2 013 044 005 088 021
June
Kul5-2 429 4 12 50 32 32 30 65 1 3 2 16 2 7 1014 46 3 046 167 007 100 024
Kul5-9.1 576 2 10 48 27 28 25 57 3 2 2 1 4 8ot 2 039 145 006 096 022
Ku15-13 465 2 9 40 30 30 40 58 3 2 15 1 6 933 200 2 036 147 007 093 0.21
October
Ku15-1 060 1 10 35 20 35 2 2 17 1 731 194 2 003 071 0.16
Ku 15-9 0.75 1 9 15 17 23 2 2 17 1 660 11 2 0.01 005 074 0.12
Ku15-13 108 1 9 20 20 33 3 2 2 114 41 M1 89 2 004 006 004 076 011
FiiE 4.01 1.7 93 374 230 272 10.1 28.9 0.1 24 24 14.1 0.9 27 10379 1048 25 022 0.80 005 087 0.23
HE% (n=20) 6.3 147 784 290 354 875 1466 1462 215 96 1424 89 98 4305 973 24 134 072 618 010 113 0.0
H2E NHMIEAROIREINC B 5, AFIHOIE X AR FAHRICEA S 2 [IRT
Trace elements (ppm) Major elements (wt%)
sample  As n Cu Ni Cr ) Sr Y Nb Zr Th Sc TS F  Br [ Ti0, Fe,0; MnO CaO P,05
February
Ku 15-5 4 13 63 24 27 24 60 6 3 2 22 1 4 1616 13 3 044 195 006 1.14 0.17
Ku15-6 10 22 195 39 41 73 155 77 15 6 96 7 13 2149 89 9 079 690 034 133 027
Ku 15-7 9 18 172 33 44 66 143 53 11 5 70 5 1 3651 140 7 079 595 030 146 0.33
Ku 15-8 6 15 152 30 38 65 146 36 8 4 52 4 12 2292 7 080 5.74 027 153 0.31
Ku 15-9 9 18 204 33 78 75 150 62 11 5 81 5 10 4861 89 10 080 6.09 030 158 0.29
Ku 15-10 8 18 132 34 32 68 148 114 17 7 154 7 1" 1838 8 084 6.00 019 140 0.28
Ku 15-13 5 13 106 28 36 58 129 22 6 3 36 3 10 2957 18 4 077 460 024 149 0.27
Ku 15-14 4 13 98 25 35 42 106 10 4 3 23 2 9 7365 69 3 065 323 028 169 034
Ku 15-15 8 16 135 33 39 67 145 51 10 5 70 5 9 3604 8 077 595 031 161 040
Ku 15-16 11 26 184 33 47 72 162 95 17 7 115 7 1" 3425 89 10 080 6.54 034 160 0.32
April
Ku 15-5 4 10 72 30 29 34 100 8 4 3 24 1 9 3138 4 055 290 0.15 154 0.34
Ku 15-6 3 12 81 28 38 61 120 20 5 3 43 3 13 2019 31 5 072 408 018 154 0.29
Ku 15-7 5 12 88 26 34 63 138 26 7 3 53 3 9 2391 34 4 075 492 022 153 040
Ku 15-10 3 12 66 24 31 42 98 10 4 2 30 2 10 2508 166 4 067 295 0.18 155 0.34
Ku 15-12 2 10 46 21 23 22 43 11 4 3 29 3 6 1852 68 2 035 156 006 1.07 0.22
Ku 15-13 3 9 64 31 34 49 96 14 4 3 35 1 10 1868 33 5 065 296 011 133 0.26
Ku 15-15 2 9 63 25 36 37 79 10 4 3 35 1 9 2915 150 4 051 224 014 140 043
Ku 15-16 4 12 75 27 29 65 139 32 6 4 73 3 11 3407 34 5 075 461 018 157 0.35
October
Ku15-5 5 1 98 29 31 55 120 17 5 3 31 2 13 1676 210 4 075 399 012 148 0.21
Ku15-6 3 10 7 24 35 47 89 10 4 3 35 3 1" 2439 110 3 057 277 012 150 0.28
Ku15-7 4 9 72 23 25 46 80 20 5 3 32 2 12 2815 217 3 056 3.07 0.16 183 0.27
Ku15-9 2 9 52 23 24 35 73 9 4 3 28 1 7 2604 110 4 053 213 013 146 0.39
Ku15-13 4 11 108 29 43 68 131 25 6 3 45 3 13 1922 126 3 077 452 014 149 0.23
Ku15-15 2 9 56 18 31 11 24 1 3 2 20 1 2 4814 45 4 021 059 007 137 059
Ku15-16 2 10 60 26 31 34 66 9 4 2 22 2 7 2822 424 5 045 210 012 143 0.38
FHfE 49 131 1007 278 355 512 1095 298 68 35 502 31 96 29179 906 5.1 065 393 019 148 0.32
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